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Events Box:  Next Zoom Meeting Saturday, September 10th  at 2 PM. 
Pat Stockett Johnston’s video on September/October Tasks and David 
Eigenbrode’s Magic with Mums, Part 3 (on cutting and showing). 
 
 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
 
It is September. By now, the plants that are shaded for 12 hours should begin to 
show signs of bud setting.  With bated breath, we watch with anticipation.  
 
At the August Zoom meeting, Ed Mascali reviewed the week response and shading 
information.  Per interest from some members on growing sprays, I gave a 
presentation on “NCS Sprays.”  Growing sprays is an advance skill as it requires 
disbudding each axillary bud that grows from the leaf on the stem.  Judging criteria 
for NCS sprays were reviewed.  If you have missed the August Zoom Meeting, 
you may watch the recording until September 10th, 2022.  Galen has sent the 
recording link to everyone by email on August 14th.    
 
Saturday, September 10th will be our next Zoom meeting.  Pat Stockett Johnston’s 
short video on “September/October Tasks”and David Eigenbrode’s “Magic with 
Mums, Part 3” (on cutting and showing) will be screened.  We will also review the 
pertinent information in the show schedule. 
 
There will not be a general meeting in October, but we look forward to seeing you 
and your blooms at the Chrysanthemum Show.   
 

SEPTEMBER BIRTHDAY 
 

We wish Virginia Scarbrough a Happy Birthday.  Virginia has been a 
chrysanthemum grower and a member of ODCS for eighteeen years. 

 



SHOW UPDATE 
Galen Goss, General Show Chairman 

 
We still have a number of volunteer positions available. If you wish to volunteer, 
please call or email me (703-978-7981 or galen.goss@mums.org). I will go over 
our show needs. Our biggest needs are on Friday, October 28thfor set-up at 11 a.m. 
at the James Lee Community Center.  The Center is providing us with the tables, 
but we must set them up. They are not heavy, but two people on a table makes for 
quicker and easier work.  After setting up the tables, we cover them with green 
plastic covers.  Again, two people per table is easiest.  Many hands will make work 
lighter for all of us.  We will go through the reverse process taking down on 
Sunday afternoon after the show closes to the public.  
 
We are extending our public hours on Sunday till 2:00 p.m.at the request of some 
of our members.  They felt that the 1:00 p.m. closing did not give visitors enough 
time after Church to come see our show.   
 
We still have several awards available for sponsorship.  You can specify a specific 
award or as one member did, she sent me a check for $20 and a list of three 
possible awards for sponsoring. She instructed me to pick two.  Another member 
sent a check for $30 with the option for me to pick any three that I choose.  All of 
these approaches are fine.  Please make sure your check arrives before September 
10th.  We want to finalize the show schedule with its list of awards shortly 
thereafter. 
 
At the suggestion of some members, we will be offering items for sale at the show 
as a fundraiser for ODCS. Donated items should be in good condition and 
saleable.Janice Chen has volunteered to oversee the donation of items for the 
fundraiser.Please contact Janice at jan4chen@gmail.comwith a photo of the item 
and description by Saturday, October 15.  For example.. 

- one 10-inch pot of River City, with 4 blooms. 
- one ceramic flowerpot, blue glaze, 5-inch diameter. 
- restaurant gift card. 
 

Items should be delivered to the James Lee Community Center by 5:00 p.m.on 
Friday, October 28th, or no later than 9:00 am on Saturday, the 29th. 
 
As Camilla said in her president’s message, I look forward to seeing you and your 
blooms at the Show. 

 



APPLICATION OF B-NINEAND MARATHON 
by Ed Mascali 

How to use B-Nine 
To retard neck stretching just below the blooms on potted Chrysanthemums plants, 
spray the top 1Ú3 of the foliage to runoff with (0.25% (2500 ppm) B-Nine after 
shading, when buds are about pea size.  Important: Do Not spray on buds that are 
showing color.  One gallon of spray will treat 200 SQ/FT so mix only a small 
amount. I suggest mixing ¾ teaspoon per quart of warm water. Use the spray 
within 24 hours.   

How to use MARATHON 1% Insecticide  
Apply ½ teaspoon to a 10-inch pot. To assure optimum effectiveness, the product 
must be incorporated into the top of the soil.I use a plastic fork and work the 
granules in just below the soil surface. Thenwater the pot well so the roots of the 
plant can absorb the active ingredient.  

Do not apply Marathon if the soil is already waterlogged. If the soil is waterlogged, 
the insecticide would not penetrate the root zone of the plants.  Do not over-irrigate 
or allow excessive runoff to occur following an application.  I wait until the plant 
wilts before adding a small amount of water for two or three weeks after applying 
Marathon. 

 
YOUNG GARDENER PROJECT 

by Camilla Ng 
 

Galen and I were very pleased to see the Young Gardeners’ plants growing so well 
during the August coaching.  We focused on the continuation of training of stems, 
staking them with attention to spacing and pruning off the axillary growth of the 
disbuds.  The new topic for August was “Bugs that like Mums.”  The insects that 
damage mums are grouped into suckers and chewers.  A picture is worth a 
thousand words.  The culprits are identified by photos in the PowerPoint 
presentation.  The Young Gardeners could clearly correlate the damages they 
found on some leaves to which insects have been visiting the mums – the suckers 
or the chewers.  Low environmental impact treatments were suggested.   
 



 
Young Gardener Nathaniel Gjeluci in his garden of mums.  Nathaniel is a budding 
naturalist. He digs dinos and bugs!  Photo by Camilla Ng. 
 

FINANCIAL REVIEW FROM 2021 
 
(For members only.) 
 

 
 

MID-SUMMER DAHLIA SHOW 
 

Some of you may not know that Ed Mascali grows 
fabulous dahlias in addition to mums.  Ed entered 15 
dahlias at the Mid-Summer Dahlia Show on August 21st, 
at the Montgomery County Agricultural Fairgrounds.  
Three of his blooms were on the head table, Best AA, 
Best BB and Best three-entry.  He also got second place 

in Best Large entry, and Best Small entry, and his yellow BB size blooms all made 
it to the head table.  Ed said the competition was tough because only the best of 
each size is awarded, not by class.  Congratulations, Ed! 
 



If you are interested to see fabulous dahlias, the American Dahlias Society national 
show will be held at Reston Sheraton this Fall.  The show will be open to the 
public September 24th – 25th.   

 
 

ODCS METAL TRAYS AVAILABLE  
 
The ODCS Board approved the sale of up to 50 of the metal trays 
that we use for potting and sales.  We have more in the shed than we 
use.  The trays are made of heavy gauge galvanized steel.  They are 
practically indestructible and do not rust.  They are great for holding 
small pots during the early growingseason.  Some members use 
them for rooting their cuttings.  They have drainage holes. Each tray 
measures 21 inches long, 12 inches wide, and 2 1/2 inches deep.  
The cost is $10.00 per tray. 

If you are interested in purchasing trays, please contact Galen for pickup and 
payment.  Phone: 703-978-7981 or galen.goss@mums.org. 

 
 

NEW NCS WEBSITE 
 
NCS has a newly designed website. The address remains www.mums.org. Please 
check it out. It has some new features and many improved old features. We are still 
building it so if you have any suggestions for the site, please let Galen and Anette 
Lloyd (the NCS Social Committee co-chairs) know. 

 
 

IMPORTANT DATES 
 
 Please save the dates for upcoming chapter Zoom meetings and activities: 
 
• September 10th, “September/October Tasks”, Pat Stockett Johnston video 
                                                          
• October 29th– 30th, ODCS Mums Show, James Lee Community Center 
 
• November 13th, Annual Meeting/Brunch - TBA 
    
 

 



NCS T-SHIRTS, CAPS AND HANDBOOKS 
 
Galen has a supply of “Mums the Word” T-shirts (recently reduced to $15, XXL 
$18) and ball caps (also reduced to $15) for sale, no shipping cost.  You can see the 
items at the NCS website:https://mums.org/shop/.  If you like to get one of these 
NCS products, please contact Galen at galen.goss@mums.org. 
 
Everything you want to know about mums but afraid to ask. Galen Gosshas copies 
of the Beginner’s Handbook ($10), the Advanced Grower’s Handbook ($10), 
Mums the Word by Pat Stockett Johnston ($15), and the 2021 Classification 
Handbook and Appendix ($15) for sale.  These handy informational books are 
excellent references for new and experienced growers.  
 
Those who are interested in keeping this season’s mums as stock plants, the NCS 
bookletCare of Stock Plants - Rooting Cuttings, 2021 Edition ($7) can be ordered 
through NCS’s website  https://mums.org/shop/.  NCS accepts PayPal for your 
convenience.  Galen has this one also.  You can save the shipping and handling 
charge by contacting Galen directly. Washington Post slogan, “If you don’t get it, 
you don’t get it.”   
 

 
EDITOR’S MUSING 

 
The remaining plants are surviving and appear to be healthy but need water more 
frequently.  I am still on the spray schedule, checking for signs of pests.  The 
struggling plant has been destroyed. Hopefully, the remaining plants will stay pest 
free and healthy. 
 


