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Events Box: 
Saturday, September 11that 11:00 a.m.Monthly Zoom Meeting with guest speaker 
Brian Kanotzof King’s Mums. 
Featured in this newsletter is information ongrowing guide for September, Survey Results 
and the ODCS Informal Outdoor Show and Education Day, Oct. 31st, 2021. 
 

PRESIDENTS’ MESSAGE 
 

Dear ODCS members,  
 
Please mark your calendar for Saturday, September 11th for the ODCS Zoom Meeting.  
The guest speaker will be Brian Kanotz of King’s Mums,who will speak to us on King’s 
Mums Horticulture, Greenhouse and more.  Please note our ODCS Zoom Meeting is on 
Saturday at 11:00a.m. NOT Sunday.  We look forward to seeing you on Zoom. 
 

King’s Mums greenhouses. 
 
The National Chrysanthemum Society has announced that the NCS National Convention 
and Show for 2021 is now canceled.  Those of you who have registered should have 
received an email from Leanne Ortega, the NCS Treasurer.  Leanne will be mailing 
therefund to you.COVID-19 Delta variant is one of several reasons that the National and 



the Central Carolina chapter decided to cancel the event. Our members’ health is a key 
factor in the decision – especially for those members who would have to travel by 
airplanes and then just be in the hotel in North Carolina.  A reminder, if you have made 
hotel arrangements, you are responsible for canceling the reservation directly with the 
hotel. 
 
For the same health concerns of COVID-19 Delta variant, ODCS will not be holding our 
chapter show this year either.We feel that this is the right decision as we do not want to 
place our members at health risk in an indoor environment.   
 
Again, thank you everyone for taking our recent survey to aid us in our planning.  We’ve 
had over60% of our members responded, which is very impressive!Fourteenmembers 
replied that they would show their blooms at an outdoor park pavilion, 19 members 
replied that they would attend an informal show, and 20 members repliedthat they would 
send in photos of their mums for a Zoom show. 
 
As a result of the survey, we have bookedShelter A, the covered pavilion at Burke Lake 
Park for our informal show. It will be held on Sunday, October 31st, 2021, from 9:30 a.m. 
till 1:30 p.m.  Parking is readily available, with easy access. Bathrooms are very close by.  
As you can see from the photo below,the pavilion is spacious.We will follow safety 
precautions for the event to include spacing and wearing masks. It will also be an 
educational learning experience as well.  Additional details to follow at a later date. 
 
Since many respondents to the survey replied yes to send in photos, we will host 
theZoom Mums Photo Show as we did in 2020. Please start photographing your mums as 
they bloom, until November 10th.  More details to follow on this as well. 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Burke Lake Park 
Shelter A 
7315 Ox Road 
Fairfax Station, VA 
22039 
 
Informal Mums Show and 
Educational Day 
Oct. 31st, 2021 
9:30a.m. to 1:30 p.m. 



SEPTEMBERHAPPY BIRTHDAY 
 

We wish Virginia Scarbrough a Happy Birthday.  
Virginia has been a chrysanthemum grower and a 
member of ODCS for seventeen years. This is 
Virginia’sPink Splendorspider mum from our Mums 
Photo Show last year.  
 
 
 

 
 
 

MUMS GROWING GUIDE 
 

September  
Continue disbudding, as needed, and feeding and spraying on schedule.  Do not neglect 
tying the taller cultivars.  A total of three tyings (as growth progresses) is usually 
sufficient for the season.  Many of the garden hardy types and some early disbuds, 
particularly the English varieties, will come into full bloom during this period.  Per the 
feeding schedule for bud setting, apply 10-30-20 water soluble fertilizer this month. 
 
Ed Mascali is available to answer any horticultural questions you may have on growing 
mums. You may email your questions to Ed Mascali at emascali1@yahoo.com. Please 
include your phone numbers in your email to Ed, so he could answer your questions over 
the phone. 
 

THE 2021 GROWING SEASON 
by Ed Mascali 

 
The very high temperature this year has affected our chrysanthemum plants. 
Temperatures over 95 degrees decrease the ability of mums to produce sugar, which will 
result in smaller blooms.  High night-time temperatures delay the formation of buds and 
blooming time.  Extra shading will be required until buds are pea size. 
 
With rainstorms almost every day, our mums’ roots are waterlogged.  This leads to root 
rot caused by the Pythium fungus.  The best way to reduce the over watering is to cover 
the plants when it rains, if practical.  The excess water also flushes the fertilizer out of the 
pots. Nitrogen is water soluble,hence it needs to be replaced.  I recommendgiving extra 
22-5-16 fertilizer when the new growthlooks yellowish.  You can also spray 22-5-16 
solution (one teaspoon per gallon of water) on the foliage for rapid results. 



 
Humidity is also very high at night after the rainstorms.  This increases the possibility of 
fungus growth.I haven't seen any powdery mildew yet, but lots of diseased leaves. I 
remove the lower leaves toreduce the spread of disease to healthy leaves. It is a good 
practice to provide space between the plants to avoid crowding and to increase air 
circulation. See Chapter 16 on Diseases of the Chrysanthemum in the Advanced Grower 
Handbook, page 75. 
 
Don't lose hope, September is here.  We may look forward to better temperatures than 
July and August for your mums.  Hope you can come to the show and bring a bloom or 
pot. Don't forget to snap a picture or two of your perfect blooms for our Zoom Show. 
 

APPLICATION OF B-NINEAND MARATHON 
by Ed Mascali 

How to use B-Nine 
To retard neck stretching just below the blooms on potted Chrysanthemums plants, spray 
the top 1⁄3 of the foliage to runoff with (0.25% (2500 ppm) B-Nine after shading, when 
buds are about pea size.  Important: Do Not spray on buds that are showing color.  One 
gallon of spray will treat 200 SQ/FT so mix only a small amount. I suggest mixing ¾ 
teaspoon per quart of warm water. Use the spray within 24 hours.   

How to use MARATHON 1% Insecticide  
Apply ½ teaspoon to a 10 pot. To assure optimum effectiveness, the product must be 
incorporated into the top of the soil.I use a plastic fork and work the granules in just 
below the soil surface. Thenwater the pot well so the roots of the plant can absorb the 
active ingredient.  

Do not apply Marathon if the soil is already waterlogged. If the soil is waterlogged, the 
insecticide would not penetrate into the root zone of the plants.  Do not over-irrigate or 
allow excessive runoff to occur following an application.  I wait until the plant wilts 
before adding a small amount of water for two or three weeks after applying Marathon.    

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



UPDATE ON OUR CHALLENGE MUM – VERITAS YELLOW 
by Galen Goss 

 
How is your Veritas Yellow doing?  I am 
growing three and none are as large as I 
would have hoped for at this stage of the 
summer.  Here is a picture of mine. 
 
I will keep fertilizing until they start to 
show color. 
 
My best hope is the one at the right in the 
photo.  It has the best size and shape at 
this time. 
 

 
A SHADY BUSINESS 

 
In the August Newsletter, we have covered the topic on shading and provided detailed 
week response schedule.  Here are two examples of shading methods, blackout cloth and 
heavy-duty trash bags.  Of course, a dark garage would do easily as well. 
 

 
Soda cans provide support to the trash bags.  Grower and photographer, Camilla Ng. 
 



 

Blackout cloth over chuckwagon.  Grower and photographer, Ed Mascali. 
 

CROWN BUD 
 

The crown bud has been described as resulting from an 
interruption in the vegetative growth of the plant over a period 
of several days.  Sometimes a brief short-day period is the 
result of inclement weather lasting three or four days.  In our 
area, we have had cloudy days and rainstorms that last several 
consecutive days throughout the summer.  This may have 
triggered the development of crown buds in some of your 
chrysanthemum plants.   
 
 

Crown bud on Norton Vic.  
Grower and photographer, Camilla Ng 
 
Late in the season when a crown bud appears, it is often retained for the reason that the 
time which remains does not always permit its removal and the subsequent development 
of other flower buds.  Until a few years ago, the bloom which was produced from a 
crown bud was often looked upon with disfavor in this country despite the fact that, in 
other countries, a majority of the blooms exhibited were of crown bud origin.  The reason 
for dislike is the absence of true leaves immediately below the bloom.  The stems below 
the blooms appeared nearly naked with strap-like bracts.  
 
Crown blooms may now be fully acceptable for two reasons.  First, with the availability 
and use of growth retardants, a carefully grown crown bloom is hardly detectable.  The 
bloom may be grown with true foliage closely subtending it and no bracts may be visible.  
Secondly, there are many magnificent cultivars of English and Japanese origin which 



must be flowered on an early crown bud in order to obtain a bloom without an open 
center.  Here again the use of a growth retardant helps to develop outstanding exhibits. 
(See pages 24 to 26 of the Advanced Grower’s Handbook) 
 

IMPORTANT DATES 
 

Please save the dates for upcoming chapter Zoom meetings and activities: 
 

• Please note: The September ODCS Zoom meeting is changed to Saturday, 
September 11th, at 11:00 a.m.Our guest speaker will be Brian Kanotz of King’s 
Mums. 

• There will not be an October Zoom Meeting.  In lieu, we will have the 
OutdoorsShow. 

• Sunday, October 31st, ODCS Outdoors Informal MumsShow and Education Day 
at Burke Lake Park, Fairfax, VA, from 9:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. 

• Sunday, November 14th Zoom Meeting, Mums Photo Show, 2 p.m. 

 

GROWER’S HANDBOOKS 
 

Everything you want to know about mums but afraid to ask?  Galen Goss has copies of 
the Beginner’s Handbook ($10), the Advanced Grower’s Handbook ($10),Mums the 
Word by Pat Stockett Johnston ($15), and the 2021 Classification Handbook and 
Appendix ($15) for sale.  These are very handy informational books, valuable for new and 
experienced growers.  Please contact Galen at galen.goss@mums.org.   
 

EDITOR’S MUSING 
 
 
My mums are enjoying the cooler nights.  The heat during mid days cause wilting, but I recalled that is 
not a time to add water.   I am hopeful that the cascades will began to bud soon, all over and not just the 
terminal end.  Lots of vegetative growth, which is good.  Looking forward with hope. 
 

 
 


