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Events Box: 
Save the date, September 12th Monthly Zoom Meeting. 
Featured in this newsletter is information onshading, insect control, Fukusukes and 
Darumas, Show volunteers and Award sponsorship. 
 

PRESIDENTS’ MESSAGE 
 

Dear ODCS members,  
 
At our monthly Zoom meeting on July 11th, guest speaker Irene Bernal,President of the 
Orange County Chrysanthemum Society gave a talk on “Show Rules and Standards”. We 
were joined by NCS President Dan Schadler, and members of the Central Carolina 
Chrysanthemum Society and the Long Island Chrysanthemum Society.  Irene enlightened 
uswith examples from her personal experience as a grower and a NCS Judge that pertain 
to Show Rules.  Irene introduced Daruma to us, a form of dwarf chrysanthemum 
cultivation which is similar to Fukusuke but with different standards. There were many 
questions from the audience which Irene patiently answered.  The captivated audience 
extended the session to beyond the normal scheduled hour.  We all came away with much 
insightful information on the topic. 
 
Members who are interested to attend the 2021 National Convention and Flower Show in 
November but may have concerns about COVID, can find COVID information and 
Convention information posted on the NCS website.  2021 National Convention and Show | 
National Chrysanthemum Society, USA.  This information will be updated as condition 
evolves, as advised by CDC, the state and local governments, and the hotel. 
 
Please note that there will be no meeting in August.  Enjoy your times taking care of your 
mums.  If there are topics that you would like to see in future programs or newsletters, 
please let us know by emailing to olddomnion@mums.org. 
 
 
 

AUGUST HAPPY BIRTHDAY 



 
We wish Alice Buch a Happy Birthday.  Alice has been a chrysanthemum grower and a 
member of ODCS for eighteen years.  She helps the chapter in reviewing the annual Tax 
filing, financial report and Supply Order.  We thank her for her service to ODCS. 
 

SAVETHEDATESFOR ODCS SHOW ACTIVITIES 
 

Many hands will be needed for the ODCS Show.  Please mark your calendar to help with 
our ODCS Show on October 29th to 31st.  There will be a sign-up genius sheet that will go 
out for volunteers to sign-up. 
 
We also hope you will be showing your mums at the ODCS Show this year.  To ensure 
sufficient space, please let us know if you will be entering your mums at 
olddomnion@mums.org. 
 

MUM GROWING GUIDE 
August 1- 15 
If you have been negligent in your feeding program, it is not too late.  From now until 
color shows is the rapid vegetative growing time and frequent feedings should be given.   
For flower beds, top dress with 2 lbs. of a good fertilizer to 100 square feet at monthly 
intervals or 1 lb. at a two-week interval.  For pot culture, continue to apply 22-5-16 water 
soluble fertilizer, a cup every week.   
 
August 15 – 31 
At this time of the season, bugs are more vigorous and plentiful.  If you have not been 
following a spraying schedule at 10-to 14-day intervals, you should start now to prevent 
irreparable damage.  Continue pruning, fertilizing, staking and tying.  By pruning, we 
mean the removal of all unwanted growth.  Do this weekly, if possible.  For bud setting, 
apply 20-20-20 water soluble fertilizer, a cup every week. 
 
Ed Mascali is available to answer any horticultural questions you may have on growing 
mums. You may email your questions to Ed Mascali at emascali1@yahoo.com. Please 
include your phone numbers in your email to Ed, so he could answer your questions over 
the phone. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

CONTROLLING INSECTS 



(Ted King, Advanced Grower’s Handbook) 
 

The following is summarized from Ted King’s “Controlling Insects”in the Advanced 
Grower’s Handbook.  Ted King stressed the importance of thorough biweekly application 
of insecticides, especially pay attention to the underside of leaves.  Do not wait until you 
see the critters.  Keep a record of the types of insecticides you use and alternate a 
different type with each application.  Insects and mites may build up immunity to 
insecticides of the same group. Spray only in the morning when plants are turgid, never 
in the heat of the day or on wilted foliage.  Use only the amount per direction of the 
chemicals. 
 
Insecticides are divided into four main groups depending on their basic chemical 
structure as follows:  
 
Organic phosphates – Orthene.  General insect control. Broad spectrum. 

Di-Syston. Systemic, used mainly for aphids.  This is found in                                                     
rose insecticide, fertilizer combination. 

 
Carbamates – Sevin.  For chewing insects, worms and earwigs. 
 
The Organics – Synthetic Pyrethrum.  Talstar, for controlling sucking insects ad mites.   

Chloronicotinyl. Marathon, a systemic for long acting for chewing                         
insects.   

 
Insecticidal soaps and oil sprays – Safer, an all-purpose insecticidal soap.  It should not 
be used on blooms. 
 

HOMEMADE RECIPES 
 

Horticultural or insecticidal soap can be readily made with items commonly found at 
home. It is an environmental friendly application used to get rid of soft bodied insects 
such as aphids, whiteflies, spider mites and mealybugs. It does not harm beneficial 
insects, and non-toxic to animals and birds, leaves no residue, and can be used on 
vegetables. 
 
Insecticidal soap recipe: Mix 1 Tablespoon liquid pure soap to 1 cup vegetable oil.  Use 
two teaspoons of this oil-soap to a cup of warm water. Spray top and undersides of leaves 
in morning or late afternoon. Avoid spraying plants on hot sunny day if temperatures are 
over 90oF.  
 



Neem oil soap recipe: Mix 1 teaspoon of neem oil and ½ teaspoon of liquid pure soap to 
1 quart of water. Shake well and spray generously. 

 
SHADINGAND LIGHTING 

 
Chrysanthemum is a short-day plant.A short day is one having 12 hours or less of 
daylight.  This length of day will initiate a flower bud.  Chrysanthemum cultivars are 
classified by the response group into which they fall.  The Week Response of your 
chrysanthemums is listed on the ODCS 2021 Members Plant Order Form.The King’s 
Mums catalog also provides the bloom periods of the cultivars.  In orderto encourage 
blooms by the ODCS Show date of October 30th, shading the chrysanthemums is 
recommended according to the plant’s Week Response. 
 
We find the starting date to shade by counting back from the show date.  Three or four 
days should be added for insurance.  For example, a 10-week cultivar will require a count 
back of 70 days from October 30th, which would be August 21st.  Add 3 or 4 days would 
be August 17th or 18th.   
 

12-week response group – start shading by August 7th (optimal by August 3rd) 
11-week response group–start shading by August 14th (optimal by August 1st). 
10-week response group–start shading by August 21st. (optimal by August 17th) 
9-week response group–start shading by August 28th (optimal by August 24th) 

 
Examples of response group cultivars: 12-week, Descanso; 11-week, St. Tropez; 10- 
week, River City; 9-week, Anderton.  If you need help in determiningthe week response 
group of your cultivar, please contact Ed Mascali. 
 
Shading can be accomplished by using a black cloth with high thread count or black 
polyethylene.  Shading is required for the evening and early morning to provide the 
necessary hours of uninterrupted darkness.  The covering may be put in place as early as 
5 or 6 p.m. and removed at 7 a.m. the next morning.  When the temperature is near 90 
degrees F, the covering may be delayed until 7 p.m.  High night temperature and failure 
to apply shading each evening will result in a delayed bloom date.  The nightly shading 
should continue until the buds are the size of a pea.  
 
For more information on shading, see Chapter Eleven “Why Shade and How” in the 
Beginner’s Handbook for New Growers of Chrysanthemum, and Chapter Seven “Shading 
and Lighting” in the Advanced Grower’s Handbook.  
 
 
 



FUKUSUKES, AREN’T THEY CHARMING! 
(Robert Howell, as published in The Chrysanthemum, March 2007) 

 
“Fukusuke” is a method of dwarfing chrysanthemums while allowing them to fully 
bloom. The term Fukusuke means a large-headed dwarf (or doll) believed to bring good 
luck. The full Japanese name for this type of culture is Fukusuke Sukuri. During the 
Japanese Edo period Fukusukes were called Hotei meaning one of seven deities of 
fortune which often is depicted with a pot belly.  
 
Dwarf chrysanthemums were also known to the Western world. Books written in the 
1880s describe dwarf chrysanthemums and cultural details are given on how to grow 
them. (The above comments were contributed by Mr. Joseph Millett at the 1984 NCS 
show in Las Vegas.)  
 
According to our NCS rules, Fukusuke plants must not be more than sixteen inches as 
measured from the bottom of the container to the top of the stem. If the exhibit exceeds 
sixteen inches, it can be shown in another class such as Section L, P-1.  
 
Fukusukes are a pleasure to grow. I try to grow 200 or more each year. The plants and 
their containers are small and light in weight. Fukusukes are welcomed by friends, office 
workers, patients, and others. They can be grown on tables that are of sufficient height to 
avoid constant back bending during staking, debranching, disbudding, and during usual 
inspections. The only drawback is,Fukusukes for October shows require late cuttings.  
 
I will share with you my approach to growing and showing Fukusukes. My tables are 
constructed with PVC, the legs are anchored in the ground with 15” pieces of rebar and 
supported by wire braces and counterbraces.  The tables are make to accommodate a 4’ x 
8’ ½” sheet of plywood. Ninety-eight pots will fit nicely on a 4’ x 8’ sheet.  
 
A frame work above the table is constructed to support black plastic for shading and clear 
plastic for protection. Plants are grown in 6” azalea pots.  
 
My preferred media is either PRO-MIX HP or Sunshine Mix # 4. Both provide excellent 
drainage for small containers. I fortify the medium is each pot with one teaspoon each of 
granular 10-10-10, Osmocote 14-14-14 and calcium sulfate. Media and fertilizer should 
be well mixed.  
 
Cuttings are collected around the first of July and dipped in Hormodin # 1 and stuck in 
thoroughly-wetted PRO-MIX HP contained in 4: deep flats. The flats and contents are 
placed on a potting bench and kept in the dark for two days. After that they are exposed 



to light for twelve hours each day until well rooted. The cuttings are misted two or three 
times during the day.  
 
After the second week a mist of one tablespoon of 20-20-20 soluble fertilizer per two 
gallons of water is applied twice a week to the foliage. Near the first of August the rooted 
cuttings are planted in azalea pots and placed on the table. The following morning 
thoroughly sprayed the plants with a 0.25 % solution of B-9. One week later they are 
sprayed again and sprayed again one week after that. Usually, three applications are 
sufficient. Plants are shaded to produce blooms for a desired show.  
 
After the plants are well established in the pots a bamboo stake is placed beside each 
plant. The stake should be at least 15 inches in height. When buds are well formed stakes 
can be shortened so as not to distort the bloom. Finish tying the plant to the stake. 
 
Insect control is accomplished by applying ½ teaspoon of Marathon, about 15 granular to 
each container. Twelve ounces of soluble 20-20-20 fertilizer, at one tablespoon per 
gallon, is applied to the media once a week until October 1.  
 
I have experimented with at least 100 mum cultivars and have found that nearly all have 
responded favorably to the B-9 treatment for Fukusukes culture.” 
 

 
Photo by Ed Mascali. 2008 National Chrysanthemum Society Show. Fukusukes by 
Robert Howell. 



If you like to purchase B-9, please contact Ed Mascali.  ODCS has it available to 
members only for $6.50/oz.  
 

DARUMA STYLE CHRYSANTHEMUM 
(George Harrington) 

 
At the July Monthly Zoom Meeting, Irene Bernal introduced Darumas in her talk.  
Daruma is a style of growing dwarf mums that was never heard of by National 
Chrysanthemum Society chapters.  It might have been discovered online from Australian 
growers by the Portland Chrysanthemum Society chapter.  The following is an article by 
George Harrington, an Australian Chrysanthemum grower, that Ed Mascali was able to 
find on Darumas.  This will be a category at our 2021 Chrysanthemum Show.  We 
encourage our members to grow both Fukusukes and Darumas for the Show. 
 
“Although similar in many ways, there are number of clear differences between the 
Fukusuke and the Daruma style of growing dwarf pot chrysanthemums. I suppose the 
main difference is that each plant is grown to produce three identical blooms in Daruma 
rather than just a single bloom as with Fukusuke. Daruma plants are grown in larger pots 
measuring 8-inch diameter and the blooms are grown to measure a height of 24 
inchesfrom the base of the pot to calyx or the center of the bloom. Plants should be 
started in the same way as if for Fukusuke, but somewhat earlier.  Vigorous growth is 
essential, so as soon as the cuttings are rooted the young plants should be fed with a 
fertilizer with a high nitrogen content. When the plant is well established, the growing tip 
should be pinched out and three good laterals allowed to grow on. When the plant reaches 
a height of approximately 4-5 inches, withhold the water until the plant starts to go limp. 
The laterals should then, using extreme care, be drawn down and then pinned, with a bent 
piece of wire over the lateral, and pushed down into the soil. At this stage extreme care 
must be taken to ensure that laterals are not broken off, this can easily be done, but with a 
bit of experience there should be few problems. It is not a bad idea to grow four laterals 
in the early stages and if one is broken then all is not lost. Take your time at this stage of 
growth, for ultimate success depends to a great extent on laterals being positioned ideally 
to enable three blooms to develop close together but not touching. After the laterals have 
been positioned, the plant should be watered. As the laterals start growing, they will 
begin to turn upwards. As soon as they are sufficiently long to have a tie on them, canes 
should be positioned in the pot, again with great care and at regular spacings, and a tie 
put on each lateral. When this has been done, then the wire pins may be removed as they 
have now done their job. From this stage onwards, proceed in the normal Fukusuke 
method, with each stem, to ultimately finish up with three dwarfed plants on one stem. 
However, I would recommend that the fundamentals of Fukusuke are learned and 
understood before tackling Daruma.” 
 



 
 

UPDATE ON OUR CHALLENGE MUM – VERITAS YELLOW 
by Galen Goss 

 
My Veritas Yellow plants are continuing to grow, but differently than in past years.  They 
started setting buds very early – as in June.  I have had to pinch/cut off buds a couple of 
times.  I did a final cut yesterday (July 25) and removed many buds.  I don’t know what 
all of this budding and cutting will do to the final plant, but I was afraid of having flowers 
in August.  I may have to wait until December now!  They have also stayed smaller than I 
remember from past years.  I have been watering (as needed) and fertilizing with 20-20-
20 (weekly).  I have spoken with a couple of members and all of us seem to be 
experiencing the same growing results to date.  I hope your plants are doing better. 

 
SPONSOR AN AWARD FOR ODCS 2021 SHOW 

 
Our 2021 annual show is fast approaching, and we are sure happy that we will be able to 
hold a show this year.  Your plants are growing, and we are all hoping to win an award 
(or two) at the show.  As in the past, members are encouraged to donate to help with the 
costs associated with the show.  Please consider donating to help support our 2021 
annual Show and Awards program.  Show winners receive a certificate as well as a cash 
award of $10 per award.  All donations that are received prior to September 1st will have 
their names listed in the Show booklet. 
 



Galen Goss is coordinating our 2021 fund drive.  If you have any questions, please 
contact him at galen.goss@mums.org or call at 703-978-7981.  Please donate $10.00, just 
a suggestion, or any amount you are comfortable with, in support of your favorite bloom 
type.  You can sponsor more than one award.  Donations (checks payable to ODCS) 
should be mailed to Galen at 10107 Homar Pond Dr., Fairfax Station, VA 22039.  Be 
sure to include a note stating which award you would like to sponsor. 
 
If more than one member marks the same award for sponsorship, the first one in gets 
their name on the award.  Galen will call the duplicate sponsors to identify another award.   
 
The award categories are as follows: 
 

AWARDS 
Division I, HORTICULTURE 

 
Sweepstakes, Sections A-F, I-O – Sponsored by ODCS 
Best Disbudded Cut Bloom, Section A, G - K  (Sponsored by Galen and Amy Goss) 
Best Multiple Cut Blooms, Sections B, E-K  
Best Disbudded Cut Bloom, Section A  
Best Three Disbudded Blooms, Section B  
Best NCS Terminal Spray, Section C  
Best NCS 3 Terminal Sprays, Section D  
Best Vase, Section E 
Best Basket, Section F 
Best Container Grown, Sections G-O  
Best Entry by Novice, Section G 
Best Youth Entry, Section H 
Best New Introduction, Section I  
Best Entry of NCS Judges, Section J  
Best Seedling or Sport, Section K  
Best Container Grown Disbud or Spray, Section L  
Best Tree or Bush Form, Section M  
Best Cascade or Artistically Trained Plant, Section N  
Best Bonsai, Section O (Sponsored by Galen and Amy Goss in memory of Eric Fray) 
Best Garden Cultivar, Section P  
Best Display, Section Q 
Best Educational Exhibit, Section R 
Best Challenge Cup Entry, Section S (Sponsored by Galen and Amy Goss) 
Best Daruma, Section T 
Best Irregular Incurve, Section A, Group 1 
Best Reflex, Section A, Group 2 
Best Regular Incurve, Section A, Group 3 (Sponsored by Galen and Amy Goss) 
Best Decorative, Section A, Group 4  
Best Intermediate Incurve, Section A, Group 5  
Best Pompon, Section A, Group 6  
Best Single or Semi-Double, Section A, Group 7  



Best Anemone, Section A, Group 8  
Best Spoon, Section A, Group 9  
Best Quill, Section A, Group 10  
Best Spider, Section A, Group 11 
Best Brush/Thistle, Section A, Group 12  
Best Unclassified or Exotic, Section A, Group 13  
  

Division II, Gardens 
 

Best in Section I  
Best in Section II 
Best in Section III 

 
Division III, Pumpkins and Mums   

 
People’s Choice Award 

 
IMPORTANT DATES 

 
Please save the dates for upcoming chapter Zoom meetings and activities: 
 

• Sunday, September 12th, Monthly Zoom Meeting.  Topic: To be determined 
 

• Saturday, October 30th– 31st, ODCS MumShow, Fairfax, Virginia. Our show 
theme this year is “Unmasking Our Mums”. 

 
• November 4th – 7th, National Chrysanthemum Society Convention and Show 

inDurham, NC. Information about the convention and show can be found on the 
national society’s website (www.mums.org).  The host chapter has many 
wonderful activities planned to accompany the show.  Make plans now to attend! 

 
GROWER’S HANDBOOKS 

 
Everything you want to know about mums but afraid to ask?  Galen Goss has copies of 
the Beginner’s Handbook ($10), the Advanced Handbook ($10),Mums the Word book by 
Pat Stockett Johnston ($15), and the 2021 Classification Handbook and Appendix ($15) 
for sale.  These are very handy informational books, valuable for new and experienced 
growers.  Please contact Galen at galen.goss@mums.org.   
 
 
 
 

EDITOR’S MUSING 



 
My plants are in varying stages of growth.  The all look healthy, not a bug in sight.  However, August is 
the worst month for bugs.  I am on a poisoning plan, but I have seen things go south even with a Plan.  It 
is still great fun watching them grow.  My goal is to have fun with the process.  
 
 

 
 


