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Events Box: 
Save the date - Please join us Sunday, June 13th, 2021for the Zoom Meeting at 2:00 
pm, with special speaker Jeffrey MacDonald on “Bugs”. 
Featured in this newsletter is information onpinching, instructional videos, Veritas 
Challenge. 
 

PRESIDENTS’ MESSAGE 
 

Dear ODCS members,  
 
The shipping of King’s Mums directly to our homes was convenient during the continued 
pandemic.King’s did an excellent job in packing, shipping and ensuring the plants arrived 
safe and healthy to everyone.  Next year we will return to have all of orders delivered to 
one location, to save on the cost of shipping to individual members. By now, your King’s 
and garden mums should be happily growing in their first pots, ready or almost ready to 
be pot up to the 6-inch pots. 
 
The weather was perfect for the Potting and Plants/Supplies pick-up.  All went smoothly 
because of the many helping hands.  A big hand goes to 
VanAvondolio,FarhadNourbakhshand ShuntaiZhou,who helped with table and tent set up 
and returned to help with potting the next morning.  Thank you to Carol Goulding, Judy 
Goulden, Janice Chan, MeiWuand Doris Shen for volunteering to pot also. We were able 
to finish the potting by noon since we did not have pot mums and King’s mums to pot.  
 
Special thank you to Tim Moore for his hospitality in hosting the potting event, 
accommodating our need and sharing with us his garden of many delightful flora. 
 
We thank Dick Waldschmidt, and Gary Holliday for getting our supplies orders filled.  
The scheduled curbside pick-up of plants and supplies went very well.  We will do the 
same next year.The supplies service is one of the many benefits of the club, savings to 
members in buying in bulk. We thank Gary and Ed Mascali for helping with dismantling 
and stowing away the tables.  Tim’s backyard was returned to its charming natural state.   



Last but-not-least, a big thank you to Galen Goss for ordering the garden mums and 
supplies, coaching the potting event, printed plants and supplies order labels, and planned 
and executed a method to the madness.  Long after the volunteers have departed, Galen 
stayed to box up the plant shipments for out-of-town members and other chapters.  It is 
by Galen’s tireless coordination with other chapters and out-of-town members that we 
were able to order our plants in quantity as required by the wholesalers.  Galen is our man 
with many hats. 
 
Without everyone’s volunteer efforts we could not have had such a success with potting 
and getting the supplies to our members! Thank you everyone, for making this year’s 
Potting and Supplies event fun and ran like a charm! 
 

 
Left to right: Van, Galen, Carol, Jody, Shuntai and Farhad.  Photo by Rosemary Smith. 
 



 
Dick taking a break at the supplies storage shed.  Photo by Rosemary Smith. 
 

 
Galen and Camilla, ready to take down the tables.  Photo by Rosemary Smith. 
 



The Zoom Meeting on June 13th will feature guest speaker Jeffrey MacDonald,past 
President of the National Chrysanthemum Society (2018-2019) and the President of the 
Bay Area Chrysanthemum Society.  The presentation will be “Bugs”. This is one session 
you should not miss. 
 
Please save-the-date July 11thfor our Monthly Zoom Meeting which will feature guest 
speaker Irene Bernal.  Her presentation will be on “Show Rules and Standards”.  
Although the show is not till October, the methods we apply throughout the growing 
season in cultivating the mums is based on knowledge on how to bring out their 
horticulture best.  
 

TREASURER’S UPDATE 
Galen Goss 

 
I have begun the process of refunding money to our members for garden and pot mums 
that were never ordered.  A number of the checks will be for either $4 or $8.  If you 
would like to forego the refund and donate it to ODCS, please let me know.  If you have 
any questions, please let me know. 

 
NEW MEMBER 

 
We like to welcome Mike Hill of Nashville, TN to ODCS.  Mike joined the membership 
in March.  Hope to see you at our Monthly Zoom Meetings.  
 

JUNE HAPPY BIRTHDAY 
 
We wish Galen Goss a Happy Birthday on June 2nd. Galen is a NCS Lifetime member, 
with 44 years of membership.  Galen is the Treasurer of our chapter, he keeps the 
chapter’s finance in great condition.  Beyond keeping the spreadsheets straight, Galen 
performs numerous tasks on behalf of our chapter from helping with plants and supplies 
ordering, potting and public sales events, hosting annual picnic and perform many duties 
at chapter and national shows.  He is the coach and advisor for Rosemary and me, 
tirelessly helping us to learn on-the-job to carry on the chapter the last year and a half.  
Galen is also very active on the national scene, he is the First Vice President of the 
National Chrysanthemum Society.  We are very fortunate to have Galen on our team!  
Here is a big hand of applause for Galen, have a healthy and happy year! 
 
Our newest member, Mike Hill, also celebrates a June birthday.  Welcome and Happy 
Birthday! 
 

 



VERITAS YELLOW CHALLENGE 
Galen Goss 

 
As stated earlier in this newsletter, your Veritas Yellow mum should be nearing the time 
to move to the next size pot.  My own Veritas Yellows will stay in their 4-inch pots for 
probably another 2 weeks. I have been feeding all my mums (gardens and King’s) with 9-
45-15 to promote root growth.  I have had to water them almost daily the past week 
because we have had so little rain.  I was thankful for the wonderful rain on Monday (the 
24th).  I like Nature’s water so much more than my hose water. Hopefully, your Veritas 
Yellows are doing well.  Until next month, keep fertilizing and watering (as needed). 
 
We had 15 people who received a Veritas Yellow mum, for the challenge, we look 
forward to seeing the plants at our show in October. 
 

PINCHING 
(from Chapter 7of Beginner’s Handbook for New Growers of Chrysanthemums. 

See page 25 for diagram of pinching) 
 

 The opportunity to manipulate the plant size and shape, and the bloom type and bloom 
date lies in the magical effects of pinching.  
 
Pinching Defined 
Pinching involves the removal of the growing tip of the plant. This stops the upward 
growth of the plant, thus it is sometimes called “stopping”. A soft pinch removes a small 
amount from the tip of the plant, perhaps a half an inch. A hard pinch removes the 
topmost three or four inches of the plant.  
 
Effects of Pinching 
There is a minute group of cells which form a bud at the base of every leaf along the 
stem. These are called axillary buds. The growth and development of these axillary buds 
are triggered by certain hormones within the plant. When a pinch is made and the 
growing tip of the plant is removed, then all small buds in the leaf axils may be 
stimulated and begin to grow. 
 
Why Pinch? 
1. To increase the number of stems. 2. To control the height of the plant at maturity. 3. 
Some control of the bloom date. 4. To develop type of flower buds desired, “first crown”, 
“second crown” or “terminal“ bud. 

 
All plants should be set out in June. The tips on garden cultivars and disbuds should be 
pinched after four leaves or so of new growth has appeared. Pot up when roots reach the 



sides of the container. Supports should be in place and a watch kept for the arrival of 
aphids. (Use a suitable systemic spray.) When rainfall is deficient, plants should be 
watered. Fertilize weekly.  
 
Ed Mascali is available to answer questions you may have on growing mums. You may 
email your questions to Ed Mascali at emascali1@yahoo.com. Please include your phone 
numbers in your email to Ed, so he could answer your questions over the phone. 

 
CULTIVATION INSTRUCTIONS 

 
The instructional video demonstrates potting up to 4 or 6-inch pots.  
(Ctrl +Click on the links) 
Growing Chrysanthemums with Pat Stockett Johnston - YouTube 
 
Ivor Mace’s website. 
http://www.ivormace.com/Chrysanthemums/Cultivation 
 

JUNE ISSUE OF THE CHRYSANTHEMUM 
Galen Goss 

 
You should have received the June issue of The Chrysanthemum.  After its publication, 
we discovered an error on the front cover.  The date shown is March 2021 instead of June 
2021.  None of us (me included) caught the wrong date.  Lucy Hackett, the NCS editor, 
suggests that we take a pen, cross out March, and write June.  This will help you keep the 
issue in correct order in your library.  The on-line issue on the NCS website has the 
correct date. That is one of the wonders of electronic media – you can correct things. 
 

IMPORTANT DATES 
 

Please save the dates for upcoming chapter Zoom meetings and activities: 
 
• Sunday, June 13th, ODCS Zoom Meeting with guest speaker Jeff MacDonald on 

“Bugs.” 
 

• Sunday, July 11th, ODCS Zoom Meeting with guest speaker Irene Bernal on 
“Show Rules and Standard.” 

 
• Saturday, October 30th– 31st, ODCS MumShow 
 
• November 4th – 7th, National Chrysanthemum Society Convention and Show 

in Durham, NC. 



GROWER’S HANDBOOKS 
 

Everything you want to know about mums but afraid to ask?  Galen Goss has copies of 
the Beginner’s Handbook ($10), the Advanced Handbook ($10) and Mums the Word 
book by Pat Stockett Johnston ($15) for sale.  These are very handy informational books, 
valuable for new and experienced growers.  Please contact Galen at gossg@verizon.net.   
 

EDITOR’S MUSING 
 
The growing season is underway. I am excitedly watching my plants. Planting time is 
always anticipation waiting time for me. As a farmer’s granddaughter, I watched fields 
come alive after weeks of just being dirt. I am learning to be a patient grower versus one 
who must have instant gratification. Mums will do that to a person 
 
 
 

 
 


