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Events Box: 
Save the date - Please join us Sunday, July11th, 2021,for the Zoom Meeting at 2:00 
pm EST, with special speaker Irene Bernalon “Show Rules and Standards”. 
Featured in this newsletter is information onthe NCS Show, mums growing guide and 
Veritas Challenge.  
 

PRESIDENTS’ MESSAGE 
 

Dear ODCS members,  
 
We were pleased to have Jeff MacDonald, President of the Bay Area Chrysanthemum 
Society, to give a presentation on “Bugs” at our June 13thZoom meeting.  It was very 
informative as he addressed both good bugs as well as the ones that are not so good for 
our mums.  He also addressed products to use to help protect our mums from the bad 
bugs.  Jeff also showed some beautiful pictures of Heritage mums that he is trying to 
preserve. 
 
The Monthly Zoom Meeting on July 11th will feature guest speaker Irene 
Bernal,President of the Orange County Chrysanthemum Society.  The presentation will 
be “Show Rules and Standards”. Although the show is not till October, the methods we 
apply throughout the growing season in cultivating the chrysanthemums is based on 
knowledge on how to bring out their horticultural best. Please join us for this informative 
and educational presentation.  We look forward to seeing you on Zoom. 
 
There will be no meeting in August.  We will be taking the month off, enjoy your times 
taking care of your mums.  If there are topics that you would like to see in future 
programs or newsletters, please let us know by emailing to olddomnion@mums.org. 
 
We wish everyone a safe and happy July 4th!   
 
 

 
JULY HAPPY BIRTHDAY 



 
We wish Ed Mascali a Happy Birthday on July 5th.  Ed has 
been a chrysanthemum grower for thirteen years.  He is the 
Vice President of Old Dominion and an Accredited NCS Judge 
of the chapter.  Ed is the go-to teacher and adviser if you have 
questions on cultivating mums.  He could diagnose insects and 
diseases, and prescribe treatments for your plants.  Ed 
generously shares his chrysanthemum culture knowlege and 
experience. He is also an avid dahlia grower, tending a field of 
dahlias in his backyard.  In pre-COVID days, Ed brought 
gorgeous dahlia blooms to share with ODCS members.  Many 
of us were happy recipients of these blooms. 
 

One of our distant members, Cathy Washburn of Indiana, also celebrates a July birthday.  
Cathy has been a member for six years. Happy Birthday!  We hope to see you at our July 
Zoom Meeting. 
 

SAVETHEDATESFOR ODCS SHOW ACTIVITIES 
 

Many hands will be needed to help with making our show the best show!  Please mark 
your calendar to help with our ODCS Show on October 30 and 31.  We will provide 
furtherinformation on volunteering in August.  
 

MUM GROWING GUIDE 
(fromTheChrysanthemum, June 2021, page 23) 

 
July 1- 15 
Some of the taller garden hardy types and all of the disbud types will require supporting.  
This should be started when the plants are about 12 inches tall.  Three-foot stakes for the 
garden hardies and 5-foot stakes for the disbuds are ways of supporting the plants. 
 
July 15 - 31 
All the disbud types should receive their final pinch during this period, the early 
flowering varieties about July 15 and the later blooming varieties toward the latter part of 
July or early August.  Follow pinch dates given in the catalogs.  If these are available.  A 
week or so later seems to work well in the Washington area.  Do not overlook feeding, 
spraying, staking, and tying.  Water only when the plants begin to wilt and then water 
deeply. 

 



Ed Mascali is available to answer questions you may have on growing mums. You may 
email your questions to Ed Mascali at emascali1@yahoo.com. Please include your phone 
numbers in your email to Ed, so he could answer your questions over the phone. 
 

A REMINDER ABOUT THE JUNE ISSUE OF THE CHRYSANTHEMUM 
 
You should have received the June issue of The Chrysanthemum by now.  We realize that 
several of our members didnot receive their June issue and we are working with NCS to 
correct this problem. If you did not receive the magazine and have not reported it yet, 
please notify Galen (galen.goss@mums.org) so that he can forwardyour name to the NCS 
Secretary for a copy.  In the meantime, you can also download the The Chrysanthemum 
at NCS website, using the password previously provided. Also, there is an error on the 
front cover of the hard copy (orange color on the cover) which shows March 2021 instead 
of June 2021. The editor suggests correcting the month with a black marker so that you 
can keep your copies in correct order in your library. 
 

UPDATE ON OUR CHALLENGE MUM – VERITAS YELLOW 
By Galen Goss 

 
How is your “Veritas Yellow” coming along?  I have had to remove many buds on mine.  
This is a new development from past years for me.  I still have mine in 6-inch pots 
because they do not seem to be developing roots as rapidly this year either even though I 
have been fertilizing them.  So limited roots and buds.  Strange happenings.  I hope that I 
can put them in their final 10-inch pots this week.  I am still hopeful that they will grow 
properly as the summer progresses. 
 
Veritas Yellow is a Belgium Mum.  According to some websites, Belgium mums do not 
require pinching.  However, in practice, we do pinch, but only once.  Easy peasy! 

 
IMPORTANT DATES 

 
Please save the dates for upcoming chapter Zoom meetings and activities: 

 
• Sunday, July 11th, ODCS Zoom Meeting at 2:00 p.m. EST, with guest speaker 

Irene Bernal on “Show Rules and Standard.” 
 

• Saturday, October 30th– 31st, ODCS MumShow, Fairfax, Virginia. Our show 
theme this year is “Unmasking Our Mums”. 

• November 4th – 7th, National Chrysanthemum Society Convention and Show 
inDurham, NC. 

 



NATIONAL CONVENTION AND SHOW 
By Galen Goss 

 
The upcoming National Convention and Show promises to be an excellent one.  All the 
details about the event are in the June issue of The Chrysanthemum and on the NCS 
website (www.mums.org) under the “Shows” tab.  The National Show is a great place to 
meet other mum lovers from across the country.  Durham, NC is just a drive away (a little 
over 4 hours from my house to Durham). The local host chapter (Central Carolina CS) 
has some great tours and symposiums planned.  I am looking forward to several of the 
symposiums.  I usually skip the tours and spend that time meeting with other national 
leaders.  But the guided tours this year should be good ones.  The tours include the Sarah 
P. Duke Gardens and thePhytotron and Research Greenhouses at Duke University.  The 
Phytotron and Research Greenhouses touris limited to 40 people, so sign up early!  
 
This year’s National Show will be a first for the Central Carolina chapter under the NCS 
Show Rules and Judges.  The Central Carolina chapter is the largest chapter of the NCS.  
It is also the fastest growing chapter in membership, with 100 members and increasing 
every month.  The Central Carolina members are enthusiastically growing for the 
National Show.  I hope many of you will attend the National Show and take some blooms 
to enter and make it a great show. 
 

GROWER’S HANDBOOKS 
 

Everything you want to know about mums but afraid to ask?  Galen Goss has copies of 
the Beginner’s Handbook ($10), the Advanced Handbook ($10) and Mums the Word 
book by Pat Stockett Johnston ($15) for sale.  These are very handy informational books, 
valuable for new and experienced growers.  Please contact Galen at 
galen.goss@mums.org.   
 

EDITOR’S MUSING 
 

I received my mums late due to a postal mix-up.  They looked good when they arrived 
and I moved them to the final pots a week ago.  I received plants I have never grown 
before so this year will be interesting.  I have high hopes the plants will like the growing 
area and treat me to a spectacular show. A show I will gladly share with you. 
 
 
 

 
 


