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Events Box:   

Due to the current Pandemic situation, the Old Dominion Chrysanthemum Society 

is canceling the monthly meeting until further notice.  May potting event, public 

plant sales and Supply Order are also cancelled.  In lieu of the April meeting on 

“Potting Up Your Mums” by Ed Mascali, Vice President of ODCS, we are providing 

instructional information in this newsletter. 
 

 

PRESIDENTS’ MESSAGE 

 

A letter was emailed to ODCS members on March 23rd, 2020, advising members of the 

cancellation of the April meeting, May potting event, Supply Order and plant sales.  

These cancellations are in response to medical experts’ advice to practice social isolation 

and self-quarantine.  Hence, we regrettably are modifying our original programs for the 

safety of our members and the greater community.   

 

The good news for our members who have ordered King’s mums, is the plants will be 

shipped directly to your home address.  The ODCS is paying for any additional shipping 

charges, thus no additional charges to our members!  This will avoid the necessity for 

anyone to go out to pick up their plants.  This is a one-time exception as we expect life to 

return to normal next year and we will gather to do plant potting as in past years.    

 

We were unable to make similar arrangement with Ball Seeds for the Garden and Pot 

mums as we are required to order those in bulk.  Regrettably, we have to cancel those 

orders.  Excellent news for those who ordered Golden Gate Pot Mum, their plants will be 

delivered directly to them.  Special thanks to Galen Goss in making this happen! 

 

Members who have ordered Garden, Pot mums, or cancelled their Kings mums 

order, and/or supplies will receive a full refund from ODCS.  Refunds will be made 

by early June after all the plants have been delivered.  



We would like to recognize Anna Dereska for her generosity in donating to ODCS the 

amount she would have been refunded for her cancelled order.  Thank you so much for 

giving back to the organization.  

 

With the Kings mums being delivered to everyone’s home, we are still planning on 

having our annual ODCS show in October.  So, get your plants ready for our big event! 

 

We are hopeful that this pandemic will pass soon. We wish everyone stays safe and 

healthy.    

 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

 

Please save the dates for the following events, subject to later update.   

June 14th Meeting  

July picnic 

September 13th Meeting 

October 11th Meeting 

October 24th-25th ODCS Show at Merrifield Garden Center, Fairfax, VA 

November 15th Annual Brunch 

 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY 

 

A big Happy Birthday to James Dunne, who turns 90 on April 3rd!  Jim is our marketing 

director who does an excellent job in publicity for ODCS for the last 20 years.  He has 

also been the Advertising Manager for the National Chrysanthemum Society since 1998.  

We wish Jim the very best birthday and thank him for his volunteerism!!! 

 

FROM CUTTINGS TO FIRST POTTING 

 

The following instructional videos cover the topic of the canceled presentation “Potting 

Up Your Mums” with Ed Mascali, Vice-president of ODCS.  The videos include 

propagating wintered over mums, new cuttings, moving up from cells to first potting. Ed 

is an experienced grower and a valued mentor of ODCS. If you have further questions 

after viewing these videos, you may email your questions to Ed Mascali at 

emascali1@yahoo.com. Please include your phone numbers in your email to Ed, so he 

could answer your questions over the phone.  We will provide further growing 

instructions in the May newsletter. 

 

From Chrysanthemums in Aberdeen: 

http://www.chrysanthemums.info/year-in-pics/taking-cuttings.htm 

Taking chrysanthemums cuttings 

mailto:emascali1@yahoo.com
http://www.chrysanthemums.info/year-in-pics/taking-cuttings.htm


 http://www.chrysanthemums.info/year-in-pics/pot-on1.htm 

First potting  

 

From Pat Stockett Johnston: 

https://www.safeshare.tv/w/JgcCPPQkTk 

How to take chrysanthemum cuttings and plant them. 

 

PREPARTION FOR MUMS 

 

Have your pots and soil before the mums arrive.  When you receive the mailed mums 

package, unpack and pot as soon as possible.  Promix is expensive at retail nurseries 

since we are not ordering bulk supply.  Store bought potting soil is too heavy for growing 

mums.  However, you can lighten the store-bought soil by adding 50% peat moss or 

coconut coir.  The following video shows how to make your own inexpensive alternative 

to Promix, using coconut coir. 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=crFjC1Z8IUU 

Coconut coir potting mix recipe using coir, compost and perlite. 

 

After potting your mums, apply 20-20-20 liquid fertilizer at ½ teaspoon per gallon.  

Shelter the young mums from strong direct sun the first week or two.  In three weeks or 

when the roots have reached the side of the pot, transplant to the next size pot.  Apply 9-

45-15 liquid fertilizer at 1 teaspoon per gallon.   

 

BONSAI MUMS PRESENTATION  

 

At the monthly meeting on March 8, 2020, Michael James, Curator of the National 

Bonsai and Penjing Museum gave a presentation on The Art of the Chrysanthemum, 

followed with a demonstration creating a phoenix graft style bonsai mum.  Mr. James 

used a gnome chrysanthemum stolon, planted it with a dead juniper tree, both materials 

were provided by Camilla Ng. The presentation covered the different bonsai styles, 

cultivars of chrysanthemums that are suitable for bonsai, and a fabulous slide show from 

a special exhibit of Chrysanthemum Bonsai designed by David Garvin at the Bonsai and 

Penjing Museum in October 2004. We were all very inspired by the presentation and the 

demo.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.chrysanthemums.info/year-in-pics/pot-on1.htm
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Root over rock, cultivar Crystal Falls                         Cascade, cultivar Chidori 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Multi-trunk or clump, cultivar Hatsune. 

     
Forest style with 13 chrysanthemum trees, cultivar Firefall.

 
 



 

Ed Mascali lend a steady hand while Michael James wired the juniper to the pot. 

 

 

Positioning the chrysanthemum                                    

 

 
 



 
 

 
 

EDITOR’S MUSING 

 
 

Above is one of my favorite mums. In 2015 I was successful at getting this to grow, but not in time for 

the show.  I enjoyed looking at the leaves and tendrils as the begun to flop downward.  It was late in the 

growing season (November) so it never quite made it to its greatest glory before succumbing to the 

frosty weather.  Maybe one day my Golden Rain will come.  Take care of yourselves.    



Old Dominion Chrysanthemum Society 

A Chapter of the National Chrysanthemum Society, Inc. 
 

2020 Membership  
 

Full Membership Individual:                                                      $   30.00 

 

Associate Membership in ODCS for members of other NCS chapters:       $   10.00 

If you are NOT already a member of another chapter, you must be a full member in ODCS. 

Please enter the name of your primary NCS chapter _____________________________.  

  

Garden Club Group Membership:           $   35.00 

 

 

Enclose your check payable to: ODCS for the type of membership circled above: $__________ 

 

 

Name: _________________________________________________________________ 

 

Address: ________________________________________________________________ 

 

City: __________________________ State: ____________ Zip: ___________________ 

 

Phone: __________________________________________________________________ 

 

Email: __________________________________________________________________ 

 

Fax: ____________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

Mail to: 

 

Lisa Romano 

5331 Harbor Court Drive 

Alexandria, VA 22315-3935 

 

 


