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Events Box:   
 

Regular Meeting:   On Sunday, June 9th at 3PM, The Old Dominion 

Chrysanthemum Society will conduct a tutorial on propagating mums and Todd 

Brethauer will present on “Orchids: An Introduction and Growing Them in the 

Home” from his series of lectures at the U.S. Botanic Garden.  Note that meeting 

start time has changed from 2:30 to 3:00PM. 

 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
 

Thanks to all who helped compile, process and place the 

plant and supply orders, those who ordered plants and 

supplies and then helped pot, plant-sit and sell plants at 

the Ayr Hill Sale in Vienna and at Green Springs.  We 

sold a record number of King’s this year.   While the 

final balances are still pending, we exceeded our budget 

goals for sales with the details below. 

 

There were issues with all three of our suppliers this 

year:  1) delivery dates changed, 2) varieties ordered 

were dropped without warning or substituted on the 

shipping day as the nursery was boxing up the trays, and  

3)  not all the preprinted pot labels were delivered or 

were generic and not variety-specific as expected.  These 

surprises necessitated changes in delivery dates to you, 

substitutions and a good deal of scrambling, 

improvisation and extra work as solutions had to be devised and implemented while potting. 

 

Between the rain squalls and before the temperature get to 90 degrees, I have potted up and put 

my garden mums in my main bed along the sidewalk.  While waiting to do the first pinch in 

about 10 days, I am starting to daydream what they will look like come late September. 

 

A few more days and the pot mums and King’s will be in their final pots. 

 



MEMBERSHIP DIRECTORY 
 

The 2019 ODCS Membership Directory is finished and available in either hardcopy paper format 

or as a pdf spreadsheet.  Please e-mail either Todd or Galen and tell them which version you 

would like to receive.   If you request the paper directory you can pick it up at the June meeting 

or at the picnic. 

 

 

PLANT SALES BY THE NUMBERS 
Galen Goss, Treasurer 

 

Financially ODCS did very well selling mums in 2019.   

 

Plant sales to date: 

 

Vienna sale 255.20  

Green Springs sale 1,358.60  

To members/others 4,202.20 

 

Total $5,816.00 

 

Budget Amt. $4,200.00 

Exceeded budget $1,616.00 

 

I am still receiving some bills and refunds so I don’t have a clear picture of our profits for the 

year yet.  I will report that later. 

 

At both sales, we distributed the new NCS funded and supplied bookmark.  They were well 

receiving, and in total we gave out at least 150 of them.  They each had a sticker with ODCS 

information – meeting dates and location as well as our website. 

 

 

SUPPLY SALES BY THE NUMBERS 
Galen Goss, Treasurer 

 

Our supply sales this year yielded the following sales numbers: 

 

 Supply sales to date: 

 

  3/7 $851.10 

  3/21  275.70 

  5/19 22.00 

   $1,148.80  

        

  Budget Amt.   $1,000.00 

 Exceeded budget $148.80 



 

 Supply expenses to date: 

 

 Supplies $1,050.77 

  

 Budget Amt. $700.00 

 Exceeded budget $350.77 

 

Note: We have a number of items still in inventory – stakes, fertilizers, and pots. 

 
 

JULY IS COMING AND SO IS 

THE ODCS/PCS SUMMER PICNIC 
By Galen Goss 

 

The ODCS/PCS Summer Picnic will be held on Saturday, July 27.  This is a wonderful time to 

share mum stories, to ask questions about caring for your mums (there will be several of our 

most knowledgeable growers present), and to just share some nice time with other mum lovers.  

Please bring your husband, wife, significant other, or a plus-one.  All are welcomed.  We hope to 

see many of you at the picnic. 

 

You are also welcomed to view my mums and we can talk about what I am doing right and what 

I could do better or different.  We all care for our mums in our own ways – I will share a couple 

of my special steps. 

 

Here are the details: 

 

When:  Saturday, July 27, 2019 – It is rain or shine.  We will be on the screened-in porch. 

Time:  Arrive any time after 4:00 p.m.  We will eat around 4:30 p.m. 

Place:  Galen and Amy Goss’ house, 10107 Homar Pond Drive, Fairfax Station, VA 22039 

(directions are included below).  Look for the mum flags (a mum sail flag by the driveway, a 

mum flag above our front door, and a mum flag by the porch).  Enter using the ramp leading 

to the screened-in porch. 

What to bring:  Bring something to share with 6 – 8 people (main dish, appetizer, side dish, 

dessert, etc.).  You can use our oven and/or microwave to heat or reheat food.  We will not be 

cooking on the grill. 

What we will have:  We will have soda, water, and iced tea.  If you want another beverage or a 

stronger beverage, please feel free to bring it.  We will also have cups, plates, silverware, and 

napkins. 

 

What to do before the picnic:  Please call Galen and Amy at 703-978-7981 or e-mail at 

galen.goss@mums.org prior to the picnic.  We don’t need to know what you are bringing; we 

just want to get a rough estimate of attendance, so we have enough places for folks to sit.  Also, 

please call if you have any questions. 

 

Directions: 



From Beltway (I-495) on Inner Loop: 
Exit onto Braddock Road going west.  Look for signs to Fairfax and George Mason 

University.  Proceed west to Burke Lake Road (7th light).  Turn left (King’s Park 

Shopping Center will be on right after turn).  Proceed on Burke Lake Road through 7 

lights (Burke Elementary School should be on left at 7th light).  Keep going for about 

another mile and Homar Pond Drive will be a right turn (final key landmark is a small 

white church on right one street before you turn).  We are 4th house on left on Homar 

Pond Drive.  If you get to light at Fairfax County Parkway, you have gone 2 blocks too 

far. 

 

From Beltway (I-495) on Outer Loop: 
Exit onto Braddock Road going west.  Look for signs to Fairfax and George Mason 

University.  Proceed west to Burke Lake Road (5th light).  Turn left (King’s Park 

Shopping Center will be on right after turn).  See above – it’s the same from here. 

 

From Rt. 123 coming south from Fairfax City: 
Exit Rt. 123 onto Fairfax County Parkway going south toward Springfield.  After 

entering onto parkway, turn left at second light onto Burke Lake Road.  Make first left 

onto Homar Pond Drive.  We are the 4th house on the left. 

 

From Rt. 123 coming north from Occoquan area (good way if coming north from 

Fredericksburg direction): 
Follow Rt. 123 north to the light at Burke Lake Road (Burke Lake Park and golf course 

will have just been on your right).  Turn right onto Burke Lake Road.  Proceed through 

the light at the Fairfax County Parkway.  Turn left at first street past parkway onto Homar 

Pond Drive.  We are the 4th house on the left. 

 

From Springfield area on the Fairfax County Parkway: 
Follow the parkway north to Burke Lake Road.  Turn right onto Burke Lake Road.  Then 

make first left onto Homar Pond Drive.  We are the 4th house on the left.   

 

 

IMPORTANT DATES 
  

 Saturday, July 27 – Annual Picnic at Galen and Amy Goss’ home 

 Friday, October 25 – Sunday, October 27 – ODCS Annual Show at Merrifield Garden 

Center, Fairfax location 

 Thursday, November 7 – Sunday, November 10 – Annual NCS Convention and Show – 

details will be in the June issue of The Chrysanthemum and on the NCS website 

(www.mums.org) 

 

 

Please note the ODCS new Website is at http://www.odcsmums.club/ 

 

    



Editor’s Musings 

 

 

I picked up my plant to Bonsai at the Green Springs sale.  I also purchased a pot, which appears 

to be too small.  Now to search for the directions.  I am having mixed feelings as I began the 

process of learning something new.  The plant looks healthy and I must look up its habit so that I 

do not try to force it into a growing posture that was not intended.  I saw several of the videos, 

but it is most helpful to have some written instructions to refer.  A new experience waits. .  


