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Events Box:   
The Old Dominion Chrysanthemum Society will not have a monthly meeting in 

July 2019.    

 

In its place, the ODCS/PCS Summer Picnic will be held on Saturday, July 27 

starting at 4PM.  Bring a dish to share and your mum questions.   Galen has 

provided details below.  

 

The next regular meeting at the Falls Church Community Center will on Sunday 

September 8. 

 

 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
 

I am seeking a volunteer to take over as Membership Chair for 2020.   It is not a difficult job, but 

it is important for the functioning of the chapter.  The Membership Chair maintains an annual 

Excel spreadsheet with the names, addresses, email addresses, phone numbers and dues payment 

status for the members.  Starting in January with the first newsletter of the year, the plant order 

forms and the February newsletter, the updated membership form is sent out with your address.  

The forms are mailed back or given to you at the January and February meetings.  Update the 

spreadsheet with the payment info and any changes to members contact information.  After the 

February meeting, you send reminder emails or call the 2019 members who have not renewed.  

New members are added to the spreadsheet as they join.  The membership checks are regularly 

deliver to the Treasurer who deposits them, sends updated member information and an ODCS 

check to the NCS Secretary for the $20 per person National dues.   Updated lists of email 

addresses are provided to the Newsletter Editor for the distribution by email or by regular mail to 

the members who cannot receive it by email.  If you are willing to become the Membership 

Chair or have questions, please call me 703 356-3816 or send an email 

todd.brethauer@mums.org. 

 

 

 

 

mailto:todd.brethauer@mums.org


Last week I did an aggressive first pinch.  All 

the plants, gardens, pot mums and King’s 

were forming flower buds exactly like Ed 

Mascali showed in his demonstration at the 

June 9th meeting.  The plants had been 

exposed to greater than 12.5 hours of 

darkness for too long and had entered the 

“time to flower” mode.  These all had to be 

cut off so my pinching scissors got a 

workout.  I will do my second pinch on July 

4th and carefully checking that none of the 

flower buds have formed again. 

 

Keep up your regular fertilizer schedule 

going into the July and August.  I am using 

20-20 -20 now with one cup per plant on 

Saturday morning  This is a period of rapid 

mum plant growth and good fertilizer 

available is essential for robust plant growth. 
 

                             
 

 

SPRING SALES TOTALS VERY EXCELLENT 
By Galen Goss, Treasurer 

 

I have tallied all the sales receipts and expenditure vouchers for our Spring sales – both plant 

sales and supply sales.  We did very well this year. 

 

Plant Sales: 

 Total receipts $5,843.20 

 Total expenditures 4,093.36  

 Net receipts $1,759.84 

 

Supply Sales: 

 Total receipts $1,143.80  

 Total expenditures 1,100.46  

 Net receipts $43.34 

 

I know that the $43.34 does not seem like enough to make this a “very good” year for supply 

sales.  However, we usually run a deficit due to items still in inventory.  So, anytime we have net 

receipts, it is good.  We still have items in inventory, but less than normal and we sold off some 

of our past inventory items. 

 

IT IS ALMOST HERE -  

THE ODCS/PCS SUMMER PICNIC 



By Galen Goss 

 

The ODCS/PCS Summer Picnic will be held on Saturday, July 27.  This is a wonderful time to 

share mum stories, to ask questions about caring for your mums (there will be several of our 

most knowledgeable growers present), and to just share some nice time with other mum lovers.  

Please bring your husband, wife, significant other, or a plus-one.  All are welcomed.  We hope to 

see many of you at the picnic. 

 

You are also welcomed to view my mums and we can talk about what I am doing right and what 

I could do better or different.  We all care for our mums in our own ways – I will share a couple 

of my special steps.  My garden mums may be somewhat behind because I just finished planting 

them on Sunday, June 23rd.  I got behind in planting due to the wet weather.  The soil was just 

too wet (soggy) for planting.  Hopefully, they will catch up to where they should be. 

 

Here are the details: 

 

When:  Saturday, July 27, 2019 – It is rain or shine.  We will be on the screened-in porch. 

Time:  Arrive any time after 4:00 p.m.  We will eat around 4:30 p.m. 

Place:  Galen and Amy Goss’ house, 10107 Homar Pond Drive, Fairfax Station, VA 22039 

(directions are included below).  Look for the mum flags (a mum sail flag by the driveway, a 

mum flag above our front door, and a mum flag by the porch).  Enter using the ramp leading 

to the screened-in porch. 

What to bring:  Bring something to share with 6 – 8 people (main dish, appetizer, side dish, 

dessert, etc.).  You can use our oven and/or microwave to heat or reheat food.  We will not be 

cooking on the grill. 

What we will have:  We will have soda, water, and iced tea.  If you want another beverage or a 

stronger beverage, please feel free to bring it.  We will also have cups, plates, silverware, and 

napkins. 

 

What to do before the picnic:  Please call Galen and Amy at 703-978-7981 or e-mail at 

galen.goss@mums.org prior to the picnic.  We don’t need to know what you are bringing; we 

just want to get a rough estimate of attendance, so we have enough places for folks to sit.  Also, 

please call if you have any questions. 

 

Directions: 

From Beltway (I-495) on Inner Loop: 
Exit onto Braddock Road going west.  Look for signs to Fairfax and George Mason 

University.  Proceed west to Burke Lake Road (7th light).  Turn left (King’s Park 

Shopping Center will be on right after turn).  Proceed on Burke Lake Road through 7 

lights (Burke Elementary School should be on left at 7th light).  Keep going for about 

another mile and Homar Pond Drive will be a right turn (final key landmark is a small 

white church on right one street before you turn).  We are 4th house on left on Homar 

Pond Drive.  If you get to light at Fairfax County Parkway, you have gone 2 blocks too 

far. 

 

From Beltway (I-495) on Outer Loop: 



Exit onto Braddock Road going west.  Look for signs to Fairfax and George Mason 

University.  Proceed west to Burke Lake Road (5th light).  Turn left (King’s Park 

Shopping Center will be on right after turn).  See above – it’s the same from here. 

 

From Rt. 123 coming south from Fairfax City: 
Exit Rt. 123 onto Fairfax County Parkway going south toward Springfield.  After 

entering onto parkway, turn left at second light onto Burke Lake Road.  Make first left 

onto Homar Pond Drive.  We are the 4th house on the left. 

 

From Rt. 123 coming north from Occoquan area (good way if coming north from 

Fredericksburg direction): 
Follow Rt. 123 north to the light at Burke Lake Road (Burke Lake Park and golf course 

will have just been on your right).  Turn right onto Burke Lake Road.  Proceed through 

the light at the Fairfax County Parkway.  Turn left at first street past parkway onto Homar 

Pond Drive.  We are the 4th house on the left. 

 

From Springfield area on the Fairfax County Parkway: 
Follow the parkway north to Burke Lake Road.  Turn right onto Burke Lake Road.  Then 

make first left onto Homar Pond Drive.  We are the 4th house on the left.   

 

 

IMPORTANT DATES 
  

 Saturday, July 27 – Annual Picnic at Galen and Amy Goss’ home 

 Friday, October 25 – Sunday, October 27 – ODCS Annual Show at Merrifield Garden 

Center, Fairfax location 

 Thursday, November 7 – Sunday, November 10 – Annual NCS Convention and Show – 

details will be in the June issue of The Chrysanthemum and on the NCS website 

(www.mums.org) 

 

Please note the ODCS new Website is at http://www.odcsmums.club/ 

 

 

SPONSOR AN AWARD FOR THE 2019 SHOW 
 

Our 2019 annual show is fast approaching.  Your plants are growing, and we are all hoping to 

win an award (or two) at the show.  As in the past, members are encouraged to donate to help 

with the costs associated with the show.  Please consider donating to help support our 2019 

annual show and awards program.  Show winners receive a certificate as well as a cash award of 

$10 per award.  All donations that are received prior to August 1 will have their names listed in 

the show booklet. 

 

Galen Goss is coordinating our 2019 fund drive.  If you have any questions, please contact him 

at galen.goss@mums.org or call at 703-978-7981.  Please donate $10.00 (just a suggestion) or 

any amount you are comfortable with, in support of your favorite bloom type.  You can sponsor 

more than one award.  Donations (checks payable to ODCS) should be mailed to Galen at 



10107 Homar Pond Dr., Fairfax Station, VA 22039.  Be sure to include a note stating which 

award you would like to sponsor. 

 

If more than one member marks the same award for sponsorship, the first one in gets their name 

on the award.  Galen will call the duplicate sponsors to identify another award.   

 

The award categories are as follows: 

 

AWARDS 

Division I, HORTICULTURE 

 

Sweepstakes, Sections A-F, I-O – Sponsored by ODCS 

Best Disbudded Cut Bloom, Section A, G - K  

Best Multiple Cut Blooms, Sections B, E-K  

Best Disbudded Cut Bloom, Section A  

Best Three Disbudded Blooms, Section B  

Best NCS Terminal Spray, Section C  

Best NCS 3 Terminal Sprays, Section D  

Best Vase, Section E 

Best Basket, Section F 

Best Container Grown, Sections G-O  

Best Entry by Novice, Section G  

Best Youth Entry, Section H  

Best New Introduction, Section I  

Best Entry of NCS Judges, Section J  

Best Seedling or Sport, Section K  

Best Container Grown Disbud or Spray, Section L  

Best Tree or Bush Form, Section M  

Best Cascade or Artistically Trained Plant, Section N  

Best Bonsai, Section O – Sponsored by Galen and Amy Goss in memory of Eric Fray 

Best Garden Cultivar, Section P  

Best Display, Section Q 

Best Educational Exhibit, Section R 

Best Irregular Incurve, Section A, Group 1  

Best Reflex, Section A, Group 2  

Best Regular Incurve, Section A, Group 3  

Best Decorative, Section A, Group 4  

Best Intermediate Incurve, Section A, Group 5  

Best Pompon, Section A, Group 6  

Best Single or Semi-Double, Section A, Group 7  

Best Anemone, Section A, Group 8  

Best Spoon, Section A, Group 9  

Best Quill, Section A, Group 10  

Best Spider, Section A, Group 11  

Best Brush/Thistle, Section A, Group 12  

Best Unclassified or Exotic, Section A, Group 13  



 
 

Division II, Gardens 

 

Best in Section I  

Best in Section II 

Best in Section III 

 

Division III, Pumpkins and Mums  
 

 

People’s Choice Award 

 

 

 

    

Editor’s Musings 

 

 

I am sad to bring you all the news that Todd Brethauer, our President for many years has made a 

decision that he would like to give someone else the opportunity to get experience being the 

President of the ODCS.  We are losing a valuable, knowledgeable horticulturist.  This is an 

opportunity for someone who has the drive and time to fall into an interesting and fun 

organization.  Todd will be more than happy to explain the duties to those who are interest.  If 

you are interested, please notify either me or Ed Mascali (your Nominating Committee).  


