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Events Box:   
On Sunday, March 10, 2019, The Old Dominion Chrysanthemum Society will 

continue its series of presentations on how to grow Chrysanthemum Bonsai.  Lisa 

Romano will describe her bonsai project from 2018 and the second part of the 

DVD “Making Chrysanthemum Bonsai” will be shown.      

 

Regular Meeting:   The meeting will be held at the Falls Church Community 

Center, 223 Little Falls Street, Falls Church, VA starting at 2:30 PM. Open to the 

public.  

 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
 

Remember your Supply Order is due not later than March 13th.  You can mail it to Dick 

Waldschmidt or bring your supply order and check to the meeting on Sunday March 10th.  Dick 

will be collecting them at the meeting.  If you have questions, be sure to call Dick at 703-533-

1488 or have the questions ready for the meeting. 

 

With the 2019 ODCS Membership renewal season coming to an end, I am seeking a volunteer to 

take over as Membership Chair from me after seven years.  It is not a hard or time consuming 

job, but it is essential that it be done to keep the Society operating properly.  Contact me to learn 

more. 

 

Two of my exhibition mums from last year developed 

buds during the last warm spell, Oberlin and Susan 

Freestone.  I bring them in if the forecasted 

temperatures drop below 25F and put them in a south 

facing window to get good sun.  On warm days, they are 

outside against the south brick wall of the house.  I am 

watering them very sparingly to slow the growth 

actually waiting to sees signs of wilt in the leaves before 

watering.  When they are indoors, the lights on in the 

family room at night and early in the morning provide 

the “long day” signaling needed to keep them from 

developing flower buds. When mums see nights that are 



longer than 12.5 hours, they develop flower buds even if the leafy growth is limited like it is 

right now.  At our latitude, nights get shorter than 12.5 hours in early May.  I have had to spray 

twice so far to control aphids on the stems with Bayer 3-in-1 Insect Disease and Mite Control 

systemic. In mid-April, I will take cuttings that will then become the starting point for growing 

specimens for this year. 

 

North Carolina Farms, one of our suppliers, does not have the Pot Mum Nob Hill or the Belgian 

Morato Pink available this year.  Those who ordered either of those two varieties, which includes 

me, can pick substitutes from the plants available when they pick up their plants in May or 

receive a cash refund. 

 
 

SAVE THE DATE 
 

The 2019 ODCS picnic will again be held at the home of Amy and Galen Goss.  They have 

picked Saturday, July 27, 2019.  More details will be provided as we get closer to the date.  But, 

put it on your calendar.  We had an excellent turnout last year with lots of great conversations 

and lots of great food.  We should expect the same this year.  As with last year, Amy and Galen 

will be inviting the members of the Potomac chapter to attend also.  It is always good to see our 

colleagues from Potomac.  We hope many will attend again this year. 

 

2019 NATIONAL CONVENTION AND SHOW 
 

The 2019 National Convention and Show will be held from Thursday, November 7 through 

Sunday, November 10.  The show will be at the Huntington Gardens in San Marino, CA.  The 

convention will be at the Crowne Plaza Hotel – Los Angeles/Commerce in Commerce, CA (just 

11 miles south of the gardens).  Both are located south of Pasadena.  The Orange County and 

Descanso chapters are hosting the show; NCS is hosting the convention.  Everyone is getting 

busy making plans for the convention and show.   

 

The article in the upcoming March issue of The Chrysanthemum says the annual event will be in 

Sacramento.  That is wrong but was based on the best information when the journal went to 

press.  All the details will be in the June issue and on the NCS website. 

 

 

IMPORTANT DATES 
  

 Saturday, July 27 – Annual Picnic.  Location: Amy and Galen Goss’ home in Fairfax 

Station 

 Thursday, November 7 – Sunday, November 10, 2019 – NCS’ 76th Annual Convention 

and Show in the Pasadena, CA area. 

 

Please note the ODCS new Website is at http://www.odcsmums.club/ 

 

    



Editor’s Musings 

 

 

The two mums are still alive, and show signs of new growth, still not growing as fast as I 

expected they would being indoors.  They have grown another inch taller and the branches are 

beginning to extend beyond the pot.  I am still not feeding them but do keep them watered.  I 

hope to move them outdoors next month as soon as the days are a bit warmer.  The challenge is 

to watch the temperature and be certain to bring them in every night.  I think they should survive 

high 40 temperatures on the deck as it is usually a bit warner that the expected temperature.  If 

you have the Washington Post February 25, 2019, see Todd’s picture in the Kids section 

providing responses to the kids.   


