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Events Box:   
On Sunday, April 7, 2019, Graydon Moss of the Potomac Chrysanthemum Society 

will present a tutorial on “How to Grow Chrysanthemum Bonsai.”   A detailed 

growing guide used by Graydon will be distributed. 

 

Regular Meeting:   The meeting will be held at the Falls Church Community 

Center, 223 Little Falls Street, Falls Church, VA starting at 2:30 PM. Open to the 

public. Free Admission. Call Jim Dunne (703-560-8776) for more information. 

 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
 

Graydon Moss is an experienced grower of 

chrysanthemum bonsai.  The photo is of her Best 

Bonsai Award winner from the 2017 ODCS-PCS 

Show.  She has used their beauty to work with  

youth groups such as the Girl Scouts on bonsai 

projects to teach them about horticulture.  Graydon 

will discuss and demonstrate her methods.  She has 

prepared a detailed “how to” guide which will be 

distributed at the 7 April meeting. 

 

ODCS has purchased 12-gauge black anodized 

aluminum wire used to shape the bonsai as they are 

being grown.  This technique has been covered in 

the John Capobianco DVD that we watched at the 

February and March meetings.  At the 7 April 

meeting, the potting parties on 9 and 10 May and 

the plant distribution dates on 11 May and 19 May, 

we will distribute the wire.  If you are growing 

bonsai this year, ODCS members will get up to 2 

four-foot pieces of the wire for FREE.  If you are growing more than 2 bonsai, the price for 

additional four foot pieces will be one dollar. 

 

 



POTTING AND PLANT SALES DATES AND SIGN-UPS 

 

Potting King’s and Gardens at Tim Moore’s house – Thursday May 9 to Sunday May 12th 9AM 

to 3PM.  Plant shipments are expected to arrive in the afternoon on Thursday 16 May. 

 

Plant/Supplies Pickup – Saturday May 11th 9AM to 2PM and Sunday May 12th 10AM to 2PM.  If 

we do not get enough help with potting on Thursday, Friday and Saturday morning there will be 

work to do, come prepared to pot up your mums with work clothes and gloves.  We will provide 

ProMix, labels, aluminum foil for your units of garden mums and cups for your exhibition 

mums. 

 

Plant Sitting – Sunday May 12th to Friday May 17th.  Plants need to be brought to Green Spring 

Gardens on Friday May 17th between noon and 2PM. 

 

Vienna Sale – Saturday May 11th – 9AM to noon.  Next to the Freeman’s Store  

 

Potting Pot and Belgian Mums at Tim Moore’s house – Friday May 17 starting at 9AM.  Plant 

shipment is expected to arrive in the afternoon on Thursday 16 May. 

 

Green Springs Sale and Pot and Belgian Mums Order Distribution – Saturday May 18th 8AM to 

3PM at Green Spring Gardens. 

 

Potting Pot and Belgian Mums Distribution at Tim Moore’s house – Sunday May 19th 10AM to 

2PM. 

 

We will be passing around the sign-up sheets to help with the potting and sales at the 7 April 

meeting. Plan on joining the party to help and to enjoy the camaraderie.   

 

We have been accepted and will participate in the Ayr Hill Garden Club Garden Faire on May 

11th on the Vienna Town Green next to the Freeman’s Store from 9AM to noon.  This was a 

great opportunity the last two years to recruit new members and sell a few trays of mums. 

 

On Saturday, May 18th, Green Spring Gardens in Alexandria hosts its annual Spring 

Garden Day plant sale. The plant sale proceeds cover much of the ODCS operating expenses for 

the year and brings in new members. We are registered as participants for the sale. We will be 

routing a sign-up sheet at the 7 April meeting for help “plant-sitting” between May 6th and May 

17th, and transporting and setting up on Friday May 17th. We need your best sales skills on 

Saturday morning and afternoon so that we can clear the tables followed by tear-down on 

Saturday after we sell out. 
 

ANNUAL SHOW 
 

Good news!  Merrifield Gardens at Fair Oaks has ok’ed our use of their meeting room for our 

Annual Show the end of October.  Set-up and entry will be on Friday, October 25.  Judging will 

be the morning of Saturday, October 26.  The show will be open on Saturday afternoon and on 

Sunday, October 27.  We will do the awards presentation at 3 pm on Sunday with take-down 



immediately afterwards.  In order to simplify everything this year, we will forego a formal 

design section.  

 

Put the dates on your calendar and plan on entering some blooms.  As always, there are lots of 

jobs to be done and volunteers are needed.  The top job – Show Chairman – is available if 

someone is interested in showing off their organizational skills.  You don’t have to be a top 

grower/exhibitor to fill this position.  There is lots of guidance available in the NCS Show and 

Judges Handbook and from our members who have performed this critical task in the past.  Now 

is the time to step.  Give Todd a call and volunteer today! 

 

IMPORTANT DATES  

  

 Saturday, July 27 – Annual Picnic at Galen and Amy Goss’ home 

 Friday, October 25 – Sunday, October 27 – ODCS Annual Show 

 Thursday, November 7 – Sunday, November 10 – Annual NCS Convention and Show – 

details will be in the June issue of The Chrysanthemum and on the NCS website 

(www.mums.org) 

 

Please note the ODCS new Website is at http://www.odcsmums.club/ 

 

 

 

 

 

    

Editor’s Musings 

 

 

The two mums are still alive even though I have moved them into the garage most days but 

placed them back inside at night.  They have not grown since the March Newsletter.  I am still 

not feeding them, which may be the reason the leaf color has changed from dark green to a more 

pea green. I have continued to water the plants, but only when  they show signs of needing to be 

watered. I hope to move them outdoors next month as soon as the days are a bit warmer.  The 

challenge is to watch the temperature and be certain to bring them in every night.  I think they 

should survive high 40 temperatures on the deck as it is usually a bit warner than the expected 

temperature.   


