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Events Box:   
On Sunday, January 13, 2019, The Old Dominion Chrysanthemum Society will 

cover the 2019 Plant Order.   The presentation will provide photos and information 

on the garden, Belgian and pot mums included on the order.  The plant order will 

be sent out by email early next week and will be due on Thursday 17 January. 

 

Regular Meeting:   The meeting will be held at the Falls Church Community 

Center, 223 Little Falls Street, Falls Church, VA starting at 2:30 PM. Open to the 

public. Free Admission. Call Jim Dunne (703-560-8776) for more information. 

 

IMPORTANT DATES 
  

January 17, 2019 – Plant orders are due. 

February 10, 2019 – ODCS Meeting 

March 10, 2019 – ODCS Meeting 

April 7, 2019 – ODCS Meeting 

May 2, 3, and 4, 2019  - Potting 

May 4 and 5, 2019 – King’s and garden mum order pick-up 

May 17 and 18, 2019 – Green Spring Plant Sale, Pot and Belgian Mum delivery and pick-up 

 

November 7 – 10, 2019 – National Show and Convention in Pasadena, CA 

 

 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 

 

Time to renew your ODCS membership for 2019 if you have not already mailed in 

your check for $30.  Thanks to the 25% of you that responded to my December 

emails and have already renewed.  You can bring your check or cash to the 

meeting on 13 January or if you cannot attend the meeting please mail your check. 

 

Bring your plant order forms and check book to the meeting on Sunday 13 January.  

It will be a great time to look on the new plants on the order, make your decisions 



and place your order.  We will be ordering garden mums from Ball Seed and one 

of their East Coast propagating nurseries.  The Belgian and pot mums will be from 

North Carolina Farms.  These are both new companies for ODCS.  King’s Mums 

continues to be our exhibition mum provider.  The exhibition mums can be seen on 

their web site - kingsmums.com.   The order this year is due one month earlier than 

in the past.  The demand for exhibition mums at King’s has grown significantly.  

Last year several varieties were already sold out by the time we placed our order.  

By ordering in January, we intend to avoid the problem in 2019.  

 

The National Show at the end of October 

was a success.  The hard work of Old 

Dominion and Potomac members 

planning and supporting the show were 

key.  Local members and members from 

around the country (24 in all) filled the 

show room with 198 horticulture entries 

and 24 designs to inspire our visitors. 

 

I distributed CDs containing photos of the 

winners from the show to those attending 

the brunch on 11 November.  I will also 

have CDs of the sow at the 13 January meeting.  If you would like a CD and you 

have not already told me you wanted one, please send me an email so I make sure I 

have enough.   
 

 

 

Everyone at 

the September 

meeting enjoyed learning some new tips on arranging 

flowers for a dinner table center piece from Doris Shen. 

 

What would you like to see covered at the March, 

April and June ODCS meetings to help you grow better 

mums with less effort?   
 

                            , 
 

 

 

Derek Bircumshaw Basket 

by David Sturtz 



NCS NATIONAL CHRYSANTHEMUM SHOW DOOR PRIZES 
 

 At the ODCS Annual brunch meeting on November 11th, we conducted the drawing to award 

the door prizes.  Merrifield Garden Center graciously donated valuable gift cards to ODCS for 

the door prizes.  The winners were: 

 

             * Carol Peterson – Arlington, VA 

             * Mary Turner – Winchester, VA 

             * Keith McCray – Fort Valley, VA 

             * Manmei Chen – South Riding, VA 

             * Nate Homayouni – Mt Airy, MD 

 

The gift cards were mailed to the winners 

 

 

 

NOVEMBER BANQUET REPORT 
 

Eighteen members, spouses, and guests attended our November 11 Annual Meeting/Awards 

Brunch at J. Gilbert’s Restaurant in McLean.  As always, the brunch buffet was delicious.  If 

anyone went home hungry, it was their own fault.  Several awards were announced and/or 

presented: 

 

Nels and Ginny Johnson Award for Outstanding Service to ODCS – To Todd Brethauer.  
Todd has been a member of ODCS for 10 years and has served as our president for 8 of them.  

This is a record number of years for a person to serve in this role – the previous record was 4 by 

Bonnie Mirmak.   

 

Along with being president, Todd has chaired the plant sale, managed the potting activities, led 

our plant selection process, served as membership chairman, been chair of the horticulture 

division at 2 national shows hosted by ODCS, and has given innumerable program presentations 

at our meetings and to garden clubs.  ODCS is a better organization because of Todd Brethauer. 

 

ODCS Member of the Year – To Dick Waldschmidt.  Dick has been a steady working 

member of the chapter for 18 years.  He has chaired the supply order since 2011 – both 

managing the ordering, the receipt and distribution of the supplies in all weather.  This has often 

including short-notice trips to Tim Moore’s house on the day of delivery because the delivery 

companies can’t seem to get the message to call ahead of time.  More than once the delivery and 

distribution of supplies has occurred in the rain, but he has always been there to ensure it is done 

right.   

 

Dick’s efforts at potting and the plant sales have helped ensure the chapter operates on a sound 

financial footing.  He has also always helped set-up and dismantle the tables and tents at Tim’s 

house for the potting activities.  Dick also hauls our equipment to plant sales at Green Springs 

and has served as an integral part of the set-up and take-down teams.  We could not do our local 



shows at Merrifield or our national show at the hotels without his hard work and transportation 

efforts.   

 

Dick has served as a Member-at-Large on the Board of Directors for many years frequently 

serving on the important plant order and nominating committees.  He continues to provide his 

perspectives and comments on Board actions in a calm but firm manner. 

 

NCS Outstanding Service Awards for Service to the Chapter – To Jack Roe and Ed 

Mascali.  These two awards were announced at the Annual Awards Banquet at the National 

Convention and Show in October.   Ed was at the banquet to receive his award.  Jack’s was 

presented to him by Galen in early December.  Both Jack and Ed have faithfully served ODCS 

over the years. 

 

Congratulations to each of the award recipients.  We thank you for your outstanding 

contributions and service to the Old Dominion chapter. 

 

We also elected our officers for 2019 at the Brunch.  Our officers are: 

President – Todd Brethauer 

Vice President – Ed Mascali 

Treasurer – Galen Goss 

Corresponding Secretary – Normandie Atkins 

 

 

REPORT ON THE NATIONAL CONVENTION AND SHOW 
By Galen Goss, General Co-Chair of the Convention and Show 

 

By most measures, the 2018 NCS National Convention and Show was a success.  As Todd 

reported in his message, we had excellent representation from chapters across the country.  The 

members brought many beautiful blooms.  We also had many visitors during the hours the show 

was open to the public on both Saturday and Sunday.  There were times on Saturday when it was 

difficult to move around in the show room.  Each of the general meetings for the attendees were 

well attended.  They heard excellent presentations about growing cascades by Rita Rover (Long 

Island chapter) and Jason Simpson (Longwood Gardens).   

 

Amy and I as the General Co-Chairs want to thank each of the Old Dominion and Potomac 

members who participated in planning, organizing, and/or managing the convention and show.  

Our members also brought blooms to enter – and we won some very nice ribbons.  Those of our 

members who judged certainly had some tough decisions.  Regardless of how much or low little 

time you contributed to the overall event, please know that Amy and I appreciated your work.  

Together we once again put on an excellent convention and show. 

 

The biggest lesson we learned this year was to not rent a stretch limo for the tours.  Limos look 

good (and were the right price for the number of participants), but as we all are getting older and 

many of us are having knee and/or back issues, it is way too difficult to get into and out of the 

limo.  There was some moaning and groaning as the participants navigated the limo, but 



everyone managed and reported that each of the tours was well worth the effort.  Thank 

goodness for the good results. 

 

We hope that some of you will consider attending the 2019 National Convention and Show in 

Pasadena, CA on November 7 – 10.  It is a wonderful city (you do get to see some of it during 

the annual Rose Bowl Parade).  The show, itself, will be held at the Huntington Gardens in 

Pasadena.  I visited the gardens when the national convention and show was last in Pasadena.  

The gardens are wonderful.  We are still in the process of contracting for a hotel, but that will be 

completed soon in 2019.  Keep watching this newsletter, the NCS website, and The 

Chrysanthemum for further information.   

 

 

IMPORTANT DATES 
  

November 7 – 10, 2019 – National Show and Convention in Pasadena, CA 

 

Please note the ODCS new Website is at http://www.odcsmums.club/ 

   

Editor’s Musings 

 

 

I enjoyed my cascade growing attempts last year.  Two plants had great foliage and buds at Show 

Time.  However, no flowers.  Three weeks later, I entered the plant featured above in the Fairfax 

Ferns Garden Club Flower Show in the Horticulture group.  I received a Blue Ribbon.  My 

second Blue at the Fairfax Ferns Show was for a Traditional Line Mass Design.  Timing was a 

problem but ended well; two blue ribbons, one red and a chest filled with happiness.  This year, I 

want to try a Tree Form or Bonsai in 2019.  I have two cuttings from a Golden Gate mum, which 

is probably better suited for the Tree Form.  I want to review the steps to Bonsai and Tree Form 

growing.  My goal is to keep them alive over winter indoors.  My hope is both will remain alive 

to allow me to try both processes.  I tried Bonsai many years ago with an evergreen.  I failed 

terribly.  I hope that with this/these projects I will succeed with one new venture.  Above is a 

picture of the Fairfax Fern Garden Club Blue Ribbon winner.  Perhaps a photo class would be 

helpful.  


