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Events Box: 

 

Potting Rooted Cuttings – May 4th, 5th and 6th 

- We still need potters 10AM to 4PM Thursday and Friday.  See the April 

Newsletter for details. 

 

Plants and Supplies Pick-up  

- 1:00 p.m. and 4:00 p.m. Saturday May 6th  

- 1:00 p.m. and 3:00 p.m. Sunday, May 7th 

Please let me know the date and time when you plant to pick up the plants and 

supplies tcbrethauer@verizon.net.  This will help us have your items ready.  

Because parking space is limited and there is no parking on the street we may ask 

to adjust the time if there are too many people at one time to avoid gridlock.  See 

address, directions and instructions on pages 2 and 3. 

 

A portion of the King’s order shipment was delayed until May 8th ship date.  I 

will be contacting the five people who were affected by this by email/phone to 

schedule their plant pickup on Saturday May 13th or at the Green Spring 

Plant Sale on Saturday May 20th. 

 

Vienna Plant Sale – Saturday May 6th 

 - We will be selling rooted mum cuttings from 8AM to noon next to the Freeman 

Store in Vienna.  Contact Galen Goss or I if you would like to help sell mums. 

 

Green Spring Plant Sale – Saturday May 20th 

-  See details below 

 

There will not be a regular meeting for May due to potting, plant/supply 

distribution and the Green Spring preparation and sales. 

 

http://www.odcsmums.org/
mailto:tcbrethauer@verizon.net


PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
 

The Green Spring Gardens plant sale on May 20th is our big money making activity to cover 

chapter operating expenses the rest of the year.  The entrance to Green Spring Gardens, 4603 

Green Spring Road, Alexandria, VA, is off Braddock Road just north of the big intersection of 

Little River Turnpike (Route 236) and Braddock Road (Route 620).  While we can drive into the 

gardens and park during set-up on Friday May 19th, the day of the plant sale parking is available 

at the golf course across the street and in the office complex next to the gardens.  The ODCS 

booth is close to the main Green Spring building towards the meeting room entrance. Please 

come help us sell mums. 

  

If you are plant sitting, please let me know when you can bring your plants directly to the garden 

on Friday.  If you cannot bring the plants on Friday, please make arrangements with someone 

who can or contact me by e-mail (tcbrethauer@verizon.net) or call me 703 967-2557 to make 

sure the plants get to Green Spring on Friday preferably by noon.    

  

  

 
 

 

 

DIRECTIONS TO TIM MOORE’S HOUSE  
9338 Athens Road is located in Fairfax (see map below). Athens Road is off Olley Lane that runs 

between Little River Turnpike (Rt. 236) and Braddock Road. Athens is closer to Rt.236. If you are 

approaching it from Lee Highway outside the Beltway take Old Picket Road until it ends at Little 



River Turnpike, turn left get in the far right lane and at the light at the top of the hill turn right on 

Olley Lane. After the street narrows watch to your right and when you pass Tartan the next right is 

Athens. After you turn, watch for the second driveway on you right and you have arrived. Drive in 

and please park on the driveway. Take the concrete path on the left of the house to the back of the 

house and there we are. DO NOT RING THE DOORBELL – JUST COME AROUND BACK. 

Call Todd Brethauer 703 967-2557 if you need to talk to someone. 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

2017 MEMBERSHIP DIRECTORY – NOTICE AND CORRECTIONS 
 

The 2017 ODCS Membership Directory has been printed.  We distributed the first ones to those 

members present at the April meeting.  We will have the directory available at Tim Moore’s 

house for pickup along with your plants and/or supplies.  Be sure to ask for your copy.  We will 

mail any that have not been picked up following our May activities. 

 

We have a couple of corrections.  Todd and Galen both proofread the directory.  Something 

always slipped through.  We apologize.  Please make the following changes to your directory: 

 

Normandie Atkins – email should be normandiea@verizon.net 

Gail Banks – email should be gcbanks31@verizon.net 

Roger and Jane Courtney – new email rogerjanecourt@outlook.com 

 

 



HORTICULTURE NOTES 
 

Spring finally arrived and on a few days in April it has felt like summer arrived also.  In any 

case, there are been some great weather for getting out and working in the yard and on our 

mums.  Now is a good time to clean up your mum bed by cutting off dead stalks from the plants 

that wintered over.  You can also remove and throw away any plants that did not make it.  You 

can give them all some 20-20-20 fertilizer to encourage more and better growth.  Check any pots 

that you were wintering over.  Again, remove dead stalks and throw away any that did not make 

it through the winter. 

 

May is when you can take cuttings from the plants that wintered over.  If you want a visual 

guide, see the video on the NCS website (www.mums.org) by Pat Johnston on taking cuttings 

(go to More; Photo and Video Gallery; and “Growing Chrysanthemums with Pat Johnston”).  Pat 

suggests using vitamin B-1 in her video.  This is a unique step that Pat uses and not one that any 

of us in Old Dominion have used.  But, overall, her process is a good one.  Her sample mums are 

exhibition ones, but the steps work for garden mums also. 

 

The following steps work. 

1. When your garden mums reach 6 to 8 inches you can take some cuttings.  Break off the 

top 2 to 4 inches of the plant, strip off the bottom leaves and put them in plastic cups with 

water and an identifying marker.  

2. Either plant them in a tray immediately or put them in plastic bags in the refrigerator 

crisper section for a few days before planting them. 

3. Use deep (4-inch) trays with wet Pro-Mix, dip the end of the cutting into in Rootone (or 

other rooting hormone) and insert it into a hole in the Pro-Mix made with a pencil.  You 

can also use vermiculite as your rooting medium or other products that have worked for 

you.  There is no hard and fast rule.  A number of products and techniques work equally 

well. 

4. Firm up the Pro-Mix around the cutting and add a marker with the cutting’s identity.  

5. The tray is then placed in a very shaded area (under a bush works well) and watered with 

a fogging-type nozzle several times a day for a week. 

6. After 2 to 3 weeks they can be brought out to more sunny conditions and fertilized with 

9-45-15 to stimulate root development. 

 

In early May, you will be picking up the plants you ordered.  Here are the steps as recorded 

by Gene Mertes (one of our expert growers who has passed on, but left us with many lessons 

on growing and caring for our mums).  Getting your plants off to a good start begins with 

planning and that means having the materials you will need ready and available. That means 

4-inch pots, deep flats, Pro-Mix, soluble fertilizer, plastic tags, 5-inch bamboo stakes, and 

Ortho Bug-Getta.  I moisten the Pro-Mix the day before planting, half fill the 4-inch pots and 

almost fill the flats with Pro-Mix.  

1. Remove the plant from its foil wrapper (or its cup), spread its roots, insert in the pot 

and add more Pro-Mix. 

2. Add the tag and small bamboo stake to the pot. The bamboo stake is added now so 

that when it is necessary to stake the plant at a later date, you will not damage the 

roots when inserting.  This step is most important for your exhibition and pot mums. 



3. Place the pots and flats in good, but not direct sun light. 

4. Watch out for slugs and keep the Bug-Getta handy. 

5. Water with the fogging-type nozzle a few times a day depending on temperature. 

6. After 3 to 5 days, move pots and flats to your best sunny location and cut back on 

water. 

7. If a cold snap should be forecast at night be sure to cover or move the plants to a 

protected location. 

8. After a week to 10 days you can fertilize the plants with a weak fertilizer solution (30 

– 50% solution of 9-45-15 to encourage root development). There should be no need 

to treat the plants for insect or diseases. 

9. If any small flower buds appear, pinch them off, if more buds appear, pinch them 

again and a little harder. They should respond with new growth. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

Editor’s Musings 

 

I continue to search for garden mums reappearing in last year’s planting areas. Two areas of 

mums have returned and look robust and healthy.   My raised bed is ready for planting except for 

the anti-deer meshing I want to construct.  I will plant this weekend.  I am looking forward to the 

new experience, whether I fail or succeed, I will enjoy the process.  I don’t have the new Promix, 

but will plant in the existing Promix soil from last year.  I will have 15 plants this year, 10 in the 

raised bed and 5 in pots.  Most of the Bells of Ireland plants have died, but several remain alive, 

though I am uncertain what to do with the long spindly plants now that they have survived.  I 

will keep them protected a lot longer than I would other germinated seedlings.  Let’s have fun.  


