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Events Box:  A tutorial by Ed Mascali on “Propagating new cuttings from 

overwintering chrysanthemum plants.  A discussion of mum fertilizer schedules 

plus “ Hints about Spring Bulbs”  

 

Regular Meeting:   The meeting will be held at the Falls Church Community 

Center, 223 Little Falls Street, Falls Church, VA starting at 2:30 Sunday 12 March. 

Open to the public. Free Admission.  

 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
 

Rosemary Smith has received the plant orders and compiled them.  Normandie Atkins has 

submitted the orders for the garden and pot mums.  I have submitted the orders for the King’s 

mums.  We are on the production nursery schedules and they will soon be taking cuttings from 

their certified disease-free stock plants, rooting them, and packaging them to ship to us. 

 

We will receive the rooted cuttings for potting on May 4th, 5th and 6th at Tim Moore’s house. 

The plant and your supply orders must be picked up on the afternoon of Saturday, May 6th or 

Sunday May 7th. We will be passing around the sign-up sheet to help with the potting at the 

March and April meetings. Plan on joining the party to help and to enjoy the camaraderie.  We 

have been invited to participate in the Vienna Parks and Recreation 3rd Annual Garden Faire on 

May 6th on the Town Green 9AM to Noon.  This will strain the organization we need members to 

cover both the plant distribution at the Moore’s and the Vienna Faire.  This was a great 

opportunity last year to recruit new members and sell a few trays of garden and pot mums. 

 

On Saturday, May 20th, Green Spring Gardens 

in Alexandria hosts its annual Spring 

Garden Day plant sale. The plant sale proceeds 

cover much of the ODCS operating expenses 

for the year and brings in new members. We are 

registered as participants for the sale. I am the 

chair for the event and will be routing a sign-up 

sheet at the March and April meetings for help 

“plant-sitting” between May 7th and May 19th, 

and transporting and setting up on Friday May 

http://www.odcsmums.org/


19th. We especially need your best salesman skills on Saturday morning and afternoon so that 

we can clear the tables followed by tear-down on Saturday after we sell out. 

 

 

SUMMER PICNIC – 2017 
 

The date for the summer picnic will be set later in the year.  Galen and Amy Goss will be hosting 

the picnic at their home.  We have invited the members of the Potomac chapter to attend the 

picnic also.  Potomac is not having a picnic this year and since we are holding joint shows, we 

thought it would be great to include them.  Let’s get to know our colleagues across the river in an 

informal, no pressure of the show atmosphere.  Stay tuned for the date! 

 

 

SUPPLY ORDER – 2017 
 

Dick Waldschmidt is again managing the ODCS Supply Order.  It has been distributed 

separately from this newsletter.  The order includes not only the order form, but a page of notes 

about several the items on the order.  We also distributed a suggested fertilization schedule.  We 

will be discussing the supply order at the March meeting.  Bring any questions and your order 

form (Dick will be happy to take your order and your check).  If you have any questions, please 

call Dick at 703-533-1488.   

 

 

FINANCIAL REPORT – 2017 
 

At its January meeting, the ODCS board approved the following budget for 2017. 

 
ODCS BUDGET FOR 2017 

(APPROVED BY THE BOARD January 8, 2017) 

       

  
2017 Budget 

   
2017 Budget 

RECEIPTS: 
   

EXPENSES: 
  Plant Sales 

 
$4,200 

 
Cost of Goods Sold 

 
$4,010 

Supply Sales 
 

$1,000 
 

Administration 
 

$1,590 

Dues 
 

$1,295 
 

Show Expenses 
 

$1,815 

Show Donations 
 

$400 
 

Operating Expenses 
 

$1,647 

Annual Meeting 
 

$600 
 

Other Expenses 
 

$25 

    
  

 
  

 TOTAL INCOME 
 

$7,495 
 

TOTAL EXPENSES 
 

$9,087 

    
  

 

  

    
NET INCOME (LOSS) 

 

-$1,592 

 

We realize that the budget shows a net loss for the year.  It does, however, only serve as a guide 

for our activities.  We have already brought it over $3,300 from our group order plant sales.  The 

next $900 and more should be accomplished at our Vienna Day and Green Springs sales events. 

 



Jack Roe has completed his financial review of the treasurer’s 2016 records.  Jack reported to the 

board that he found all required records to be correct and in good order.  Thank you, Jack, for 

conducting the review. 

 

 

HORTICULTURE NOTES 

By Galen Goss 

 

There are two places to plant your mums: in the ground or in pots.  You also have two main 

choices of what to plant them in – soil that is. 

 

1. If in the ground – then you can just plant in the natural soil – Virginia clay – or you can 

supplement the natural soil with some additives.  The danger of just planting in Virginia clay 

is that you will probably not have adequate drainage which your mums want.  The clay will 

create its own in–ground clay pots holding the water and potentially drowning the mum 

plant’s roots.  You can avoid this danger by supplementing the natural soil with several 

additives.  Normandie Atkins developed a simple recipe several years ago. 
 

For a bed of approximately 100 square feet, mix/till in: 

 

 5 lbs. 5-10-5 fertilizer 

 5 lbs. superphosphate 

 5 lbs. dolomitic limestone 

 1 bale peat moss 

 3 bags composted cow manure or rotten leaf mold (3 bushels) – I cheat on this 

one and use top soil.  You may have to judge whether your bed needs or can hold 

the whole bale of peat moss and 3 bags of additional material.  I don’t always use 

the whole amounts. 

 

Let the bed rest for a week or so before planting.  Before planting, rake the bed to a smooth 

surface.  This is an easy recipe to follow and it works. 

 

Your other choice is a raised bed for your mums.  This gives you the opportunity to add even 

more good soil with the Virginia clay.  I have a slightly raised bed for my garden mums – 

framed and leveled – so somewhat raised.  Each year as I turn the soil (by hand as opposed to 

a tilling machine) I will remove some old soil with clumps of clay.  This gives me the space 

in the bed for the additives from Normandie’s recipe.  After many years, I can put a shovel 

into the bed to at least the top of the blade.  It is good, loose, dark soil. 

 

The other step you should take when planting in the ground is to test your soil’s pH.  Mums 

like a slightly acidic soil – about 6.5.  You can obtain soil test kits at a number of locations – 

local library, garden centers, and Master Gardener’s tables at local farmer’s market.  The test 

kits get sent to VA Tech.  The kits are free, the test has a modest fee.  The results will tell 

you if you need to increase or decrease the acidity of your soil to the optimal level. 

 



2. If in pots – then you can either mix your own soil or use a pre-mixed soil like Pro-Mix that 

we will have on the Supply Order.  We also have several sized pots on the Supply Order.  I 

have used both (mixed my own and Pro-Mix) and I must tell you that I find it easier and 

quicker to use the Pro-Mix.  When I mixed my own, I would combine top soil, peat moss, 

and perlite.  I was buying 3 items and then spending time mixing them in a tub – 1 bag of top 

soil, an approximate equal amount of peat moss, and then enough perlite that would help 

with drainage.  Then I would add water.  Now, I just put the Pro-Mix in the tub and add 

water – enough that the soil sticks together when picked up and squeezed. 

 

There are more extensive discussions about soil for your mums in both the Beginner’s Handbook 

and the Advanced Grower’s Handbook. 

 

In both cases – in the ground or in pots – you need to fertilize your mums throughout the 

growing season.  If you have questions about fertilizers, bring them to the March meeting.  We 

can also explain why you might want to use different fertilizers at different times of the year. 

 

 

OTHER MARCH GARDEN TIPS 

 
 Spring cleanup of garden beds should begin.  Decide if new/more mulch is needed.   

 Apply fertilizer to trees and shrubs. 

 House plants should be reacting to longer days and more light, begin fertilization.  Turn 

them a quarter turn each week.  Repot if necessary. 

 Now is the time to apply a pre-emergent crab grass preventer to the lawn. 

 Early March is the time to cut back your ornamental grasses, liriope, and sedum before 

new growth begins.  This is also the time to prune and reshape your crape myrtle without 

harming this year’s bloom. 

 Roses should be pruned, use spring type clothes pins to control the canes and avoid 

thorns. 

 Irrigation systems and outdoor faucets can be safely turned on late in the month. 

 

    

Editor’s Musings 

 

In my quest to experience as many different activities in gardening as possible, I planted seeds in 

a germination container in doors this year.  My intent was to try unusual plants at least in part of 

the container.  I selected Bells of Ireland.  The package came with a notice that germination 

would be erratic.  I translated that to mean, I should not expect any germinations.  I now have 

seven in one week.  So, buying 50 seeds may have been a mistake.  Perhaps I will add them to 



my raised bed.  School has taken up so much of my time that I failed to timely purchase mums 

this year so I will be on a buying binge at Green Springs.  


