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Events Box:  Picnic Sunday August 6th .  See details below.  

 

Regular Meeting:   There will not be a meeting in July or August.   Next regular 

meeting will be Sunday September 10th. 

 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
 

If you have not picked up your member directory at the recent meetings or at the potting/plant 

order distribution, you can pick it up at the picnic.  To have the directory mailed to you, send an 

email to Galen Goss at gossg@verizon.net. 

 

Kathy Linden from Bowie, Maryland joined ODCS when she visited our booth at the Green 

Spring Gardens plant sale. 

 

Despite good soil moisture and weekly feedings with 22-5-16 fertilizer, the garden mums are 

developing more slowly this year than in the past.  It may just be the particular varieties that I am 

growing this year or the late start getting them into the soil from the small ProMix cups. The 

laterals are developing after the pinches, but not as fast as I would like.  I plan to shift to the 20-

20-20 fertilizer next week to see if that helps.  Nothing is slowing down the growth of the weeds 

so I am going through the beds with a hoe twice a week now to keep them under control.  The 

local rabbits like to sit in the bed, but no signs that they have been doing any nibbling. 

 

The exhibition and pot mums growing in 10-inch plastic containers have been cut back. I have 

selected two or three lateral branches per plant and these are supported on stakes with a couple of 

twist ties.  The Saturday routine includes removing new laterals from the branches that are being 

trained for bloom production and the same cup of fertilizer that I give the garden mums.  Each 

week I rotate the pots 90 degrees so the plant gets a more uniform exposure to sunlight.  Purple 

Springs and Golden Gate are particularly robust. 

 

See you at the picnic on Sunday afternoon August 6th.   Ed Mascali will have a short educational 

demonstration.  Galen and Amy’s large screened in deck make it a great place to have a picnic 

out of the sun and the rain and away from the bugs.  Bring your mum growing problems and 

questions so we can help. 

 

http://www.odcsmums.org/
mailto:gossg@verizon.net


The 2018 National Chrysanthemum 

Society wall calendar is going to 

print.  We save on shipping if 

ODCS places one large order for its 

members plus some to sell at our 

show in October.  The price is $10.  

If you plan to buy a calendar, please 

let Galen know how many by the 

picnic on August 6th so ODCS can 

place its order.  The early orders 

also helps NCS match the supply 

with the demand. 

 

 

 

THE ODCS SUMMER PICNIC 

IS JUST AROUND THE CORNER 
By Galen Goss 

 

As I write this, it is just a month before the Annual ODCS Summer Picnic on Sunday, August 6.  

I have been thinking about what I will make this year – I found a new dessert recipe that looks 

really good.  We hope to see many of you at the picnic. 

 

Ed Mascali is keeping his educational demonstration topic a secret so we will all be surprised.  I 

am looking forward to it because Ed’s talks are always informative.  Ed said that he hopes to 

have some plants to share with others.   

 

Here are the details: 

 

When:  Sunday, August 6, 2017 – It is rain or shine.  We will be on the screened-in porch. 

Time:  Arrive any time after 3:30 p.m.  We will eat around 4:00 p.m. 

Place:  Galen and Amy Goss’ house, 10107 Homar Pond Drive, Fairfax Station, VA 22039 

(directions are included below).  Look for the mum flags (a mum sail flag by the driveway, a 

mum flag above our front door, and a mum flag by the porch).  Enter using the ramp leading 

to the screened-in porch. 

What to bring:  Bring something to share with 6 – 8 people (main dish, appetizer, side dish, 

dessert, etc.).  You can use our oven and/or microwave to heat or reheat food.  We will not be 

cooking on the grill. 

What we will have:  We will have soda, water, and ice tea.  If you want another beverage or a 

stronger beverage, please feel free to bring it.  We will also have cups, plates, silverware, and 

napkins. 

 

What to do before the picnic:  Please call Galen and Amy at 703-978-7981 or e-mail at 

galen.goss@mums.org prior to the picnic.  We don’t need to know what you are bringing; we 

just want to get a rough estimate of attendance so we have enough places for folks to sit.  Also, 

please call if you have any questions. 



 

Directions: 

From Beltway (I-495) on Inner Loop: 
Exit onto Braddock Road going west.  Look for signs to Fairfax and George Mason 

University.  Proceed west to Burke Lake Road (7th light).  Turn left (King’s Park 

Shopping Center will be on right after turn).  Proceed on Burke Lake Road through 7 

lights (Burke Elementary School should be on left at 7th light).  Keep going for about 

another mile and Homar Pond Drive will be a right turn (final key landmark is a small 

white church on right one street before you turn).  We are 4th house on left on Homar 

Pond Drive.  If you get to light at Fairfax County Parkway, you have gone 2 blocks too 

far. 

 

From Beltway (I-495) on Outer Loop: 
Exit onto Braddock Road going west.  Look for signs to Fairfax and George Mason 

University.  Proceed west to Burke Lake Road (5th light).  Turn left (King’s Park 

Shopping Center will be on right after turn).  See above – it’s the same from here. 

 

From Rt. 123 coming south from Fairfax City: 

Exit Rt. 123 onto Fairfax County Parkway going south toward Springfield.  After 

entering onto parkway, turn left at second light onto Burke Lake Road.  Make first left 

onto Homar Pond Drive.  We are the 4th house on the left. 

 

From Rt. 123 coming north from Occoquan area (good way if coming north from 

Fredericksburg direction): 

Follow Rt. 123 north to the light at Burke Lake Road (Burke Lake Park and golf course 

will have just been on your right).  Turn right onto Burke Lake Road.  Proceed through 

the light at the Fairfax County Parkway.  Turn left at first street past parkway onto Homar 

Pond Drive.  We are the 4th house on the left. 

 

From Springfield area on the Fairfax County Parkway: 

Follow the parkway north to Burke Lake Road.  Turn right onto Burke Lake Road.  Then 

make first left onto Homar Pond Drive.  We are the 4th house on the left.   

 

 

AWARD DONATIONS FOR OUR ANNUAL SHOW 
 

Our 2017 annual show is fast approaching.  As in the past, members are encouraged to donate to 

help with the costs associated with the show.  Please consider donating to help support our 2017 

annual show and awards program.  Show winners receive a certificate as well as a cash award.  

All donations that are received prior to August 1 will have their names listed in the show booklet. 

 

Barbara Rose is coordinating our 2017 fund drive.  If you have any questions, please contact her 

at roserose@verizon.net or call at 703-250-1155.  Please make a donation of $20.00 (just a 

suggestion) or any amount you are comfortable with, in support of your favorite bloom type.   

 



If more than one member marks the same award for sponsorship, the first one in gets his/her 

name on the award.  Barbara will call the duplicate sponsors to identify another award.   

 

 

Editor’s Musings 

 

I have two plants that survived the in raised bed but only 1 that has reach more than a foot in 

height.  I moved it to a pot on a table on the patio.  The Fencing held up on only one side but it 

was enough to protect two plants.  The one left within the fence has two leaves.  I am hoping it 

will be overlooked due to the small size.  I still have 3 different growing areas, 3 more 

opportunities to succeed but the animal kingdom in my neighbor is winning.   The only positive 

note is if I compare it to last year, I have more plants alive and fairly healthy looking.  The best 

bets are clearly with the animals.  

 

 



Request Form to Sponsor an Award in the 2017 ODCS Show 

 

Make your check payable to ODCS.  Send it to Barbara Rose, 10124 Homar Pond Drive, Fairfax 

Station, VA, 22039.  Circle your choice below. 

 

Your name:  _________________________________________________________________ 

 
Sweepstakes, Sections A-F, I-O 

Best Disbudded Cut Bloom, Section A, G - K  

Best Multiple Cut Blooms, Sections B, E-K  

Best Disbudded Cut Bloom, Section A  

Best Three Disbudded Blooms, Section B  

Best NCS Terminal Spray, Section C  

Best NCS 3 Terminal Sprays, Section D  

Best Vase, Section E 

Best Basket, Section F 

Best Container Grown, Sections G-O  

Best Entry by Novice, Section G 

Best Youth Entry, Section H 
Best New Introduction, Section I  

Best Entry of NCS Judges, Section J  

Best Seedling or Sport, Section K  

Best Container Grown Disbud or Spray, Section L  

Best Tree or Bush Form, Section M  

Best Cascade or Artistically Trained Plant, Section N  

Best Bonsai, Section O  

Best Garden Cultivar, Section P  

Best Display, Section Q 

Best Educational Exhibit, Section R 

Best Irregular Incurve, Section A, Group 1  
Best Reflex, Section A, Group 2  

Best Regular Incurve, Section A, Group 3  

Best Decorative, Section A, Group 4  

Best Intermediate Incurve, Section A, Group 5  

Best Pompon, Section A, Group 6  

Best Single or Semi-Double, Section A, Group 7  

Best Anemone, Section A, Group 8  

Best Spoon, Section A, Group 9  

Best Quill, Section A, Group 10  

Best Spider, Section A, Group 11  

Best Brush/Thistle, Section A, Group 12  
Best Unclassified or Exotic, Section A, Group 13  

 
 

Division II, Gardens 

 

Best in Section I 
Best in Section II 

Best in Section III 

 

Division III, Artistic Design 
 

 

NGC Award of Design Excellence 

NGC Designers Choice Award  

NGC Petite Award 


