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Events Box  

Sunday, April 9th - “The Secrets of Spring Pruning Trees and Shrubs” by 

Roger Zinn, certified Horticulturist at Merrifield Garden Center. 

 

Regular Meeting:   The meeting will be held at the Falls Church Community 

Center, 223 Little Falls Street, Falls Church, VA starting at 2:30 to 4:00. 

 

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE 
 

Over 3000 cuttings are on the rooting benches at King’s Mums and Aris.  They will be shipped 

to us for potting on May 4th through May 6th at Tim Moore’s house in Fairfax.  The plants and 

your supply orders must be picked up on the afternoon of Saturday, May 6th from 1:00 pm to 

4:00pm or on Sunday, May 7th, between 1:00 p.m. and 3:00 pm. See the detailed plan for those 

days in the next article by Normandie Atkins, the Potting Chair.  Please mark your calendars to 

make sure you pick your plants up on time.   It would be helpful if you let me know when you 

plan to pick up your plants and supplies so we can have them ready for you and to coordinate 

parking.  Have your pots and potting medium ready! 

 

 The following Garden and Pot Mums were dropped from the order.  They did not meet the 

required 7 units sold.  If you ordered these varieties, you can pick a substitute garden or pot mum 

variety available when you pick up your plants or you can request a refund for the plants you did 

not receive.  Garden mums must be ordered in increments of 50 and pot mums in increments of 

100.  We set the minimum order thresholds so that we do not have large number unsold plants 

left at the end of the Green Spring sale that we have to take as a loss. 

Gardens:     Pot Mums: 

(3) Mary Yellow     (105) Newport Bronze   

(5) Yolanda Yellow      (109) Juneau  

(6) Bertha White      (110)  Newark Pink Bi Color  

(14)Wanda Lavender 

(17) Miranda Orange  

(20) Helen   

(23) Wanda Red  

 

  

 

http://www.odcsmums.org/


 

On Saturday, May 20th, Green Spring Gardens in Alexandria hosts its annual Spring Garden Day 

plant sale. The plant sale proceeds cover much of the ODCS operating expenses for the year and 

brings in new members. We are registered as participants for the sale. I am the chair for the event 

and will be routing a sign-up sheet at the April meetings for help “plant-sitting” between May 

6th and May 19th, and transporting and setting up on Friday May 19th. We especially need your 

best salesman skills on Saturday morning and early afternoon so that we can clear the tables 

followed by tear-down on Saturday after we sell out.  

 

POTTING CHAIRPERSON 

Normandie Atkins 

 

Potting -Thursday May 4th, Friday May 5th and Saturday May 6th 

Distribution – Saturday afternoon May 6th and Sunday May 7th 

 

POTTING LOCATION  - The home of Tim and Ruthie Moore, 9338 Athens Road 

Fairfax VA  22032.  Potting from Thursday May 4th through Saturday May 6th til noon.  Potting 

times for May 4th and 5th will be 10 o’clock to 4 o’clock. 

 

 For information or to ask a question - If you have questions about Potting please call me, 

Normandie at 703-560-9032 and on MAY 4th, 5th or 6th  CALL 703-909-2608.  You can also 

call Todd Brethauer at 703 967-2557.  DO NOT call the Moore’s residence or ring their doorbell.  

They are not involved with the potting process. They are kindly allowing us the uses of their 

property for potting. 

 

 PARKING:  There is no on-street parking on Athens Road, so we must all park  

 the driveway (no parking in the yard). Park close together. When someone needs to leave, those 

blocking the way will need to go out and move their cars - a good time for a stretch. 

 

POTTING TIME:  Starts at 10:00 and stops at 4:00 on both May 4th and 5th.  If you can’t stay 

all day, you are welcome to come for however long you can help.  On the morning of the 4th of 

May we will have Garden Mums labels that will need to be numbered before we can begin 

potting.  So if you can come earlier than 10 o’clock you could help us get a head start on 

numbering.  

 

YOUR TO BRING LIST:  Your Lunch, Water, a Chair, Gloves if you need them, and maybe a 

Snack to Share.  There will be Hot Water for Tea or Instant Coffee.  We have only a few chairs 

so we encourage you to bring your own.  A folding chair, the kind used with a card table, works 

best.  Lawn chairs are too low for the potting table and the arms take up too much room. Many 

potters prefer to stand and pot. 

 

BATHROOM: Ruthie Moore’s mother, Margaret Martin, graciously allows us the use of the 

bathroom in her apartment. (Remember:  First: Clean Your Feet)  We have paper towels to dry 

your hands. 

 



FILLING ORDERS ON MAY 6TH We would very much appreciate it if Potters would stay 

around to help fill orders. Orders will be filled in the order they were received. Please do not ask 

to go to the head of the line. So please stay around until all orders are filled or it is the witching 

hour of 4:00 pm.  If you ordered bunches of garden or pot mums, they may be taken home on 

Thursday when you are done potting. 

 

This is not only a time to work but a time to visit and get know other members -  learn and share 

a few mum growing secrets. 

 

REMEMBER TO BRING THE LABELS YOU TOOK AT THE APRIL MEETING.  We must 

have them by 10AM Thursday May 4th.  

 

SUMMER PICNIC DATE ANNOUNCED 
 

Galen and Amy Goss have picked Sunday, August 6, 2017, for our annual summer picnic.  Save 

the date on your calendar.  Early plans are that folks can arrive any time after 3:30 pm.  Beverage 

and appetizers will be available immediately and we will plan on eating around 4:00 pm.  We 

will have more information and directions to their home in an upcoming newsletter. 

 

SUPPLY ORDER – 2017 
 

The supplies have been ordered.  Everything is reportedly in stock and will be delivered in time 

for our potting activities.  The supplies will be available to be picked up when you pick up your 

plants at Tim Moore’s house. 

 

MEMBERSHIP DIRECTORY – 2017 
 

The 2017 ODCS Membership Directory has been printed.  A few have already been mailed to 

our way-out-of- town members.  We will have the directory available at the April meeting and at 

the potting activities at Tim’s house.  Any not picked up in person will be mailed. 

 

 

HORTICULTURE NOTES FOR APRIL 
 

Your plants and supplies have been ordered.  Your pots are cleaned and your tools cleaned and 

sharpened.  What’s left to do???  There are two things that come to mind and the mild weather 

this spring is perfect for doing them. 

 

The first item is the preparation of your mum bed or the area in which you will plant your 

landscape mums.  Hopefully, within the past three years you have had the soil tested and 

followed the recommendations to correct any deficiencies.  Check to see that the soil is not too 

wet and that it crumbles easily in your hand.  Incorporate by digging in any organize matter you 

intend to add as well as the amount of fertilizer you feel is necessary.  You can add some 

superphosphate to the soil now as well.  With that accomplished you can sit back and wait until 

planting time. 

 



The second thing that needs doing is planning the treatment of your plants for the rest of the 

year.  Hopefully you are planning to grow at least one plant for entry into the Old Dominion 

show in October.  This can be either a disbud or a garden variety entered as a garden spray or 

better as a potted plant.  Planning the plant’s treatment includes stopping, pinching, shading, 

fertilizing, repotting, etc.  We will include more on these topics in the newsletter or at our 

meetings as the months proceed. 

 

Remember that the King’s mums have only been the Styrofoam cups for a couple of days, thus 

they have not had a chance to harden off, roots have not taken hold to the soil firmly, and they 

are still under a lot of stress.  Don’t push them.  Give them shade, light spritzes of water, hold 

back on the fertilizer, and be prepared to protect them from frost, if necessary.  It would be best 

to have the plants in the ground or in their pots by Memorial Day.  This is beyond the frost date 

for our area.   

 

Your cushions and pot mums will be delivered to you wrapped in foil with some soil and 

labels.  They should be placed in small pots within 24 hours.  If this does not work for you, or the 

weather does not cooperate, you can keep them in the foil for a week in shade.  Check the 

moisture level daily.  Spray the soil inside the foil when needed.  Poke a little hole in the foil to 

permit excess water to escape (Normandie reports that she has done this) to prevent rotting roots.  

The roots will grow together if left in foil too long.  Best advice: have pots, soil, and trays ready 

so you can pot what you can each day until you are done.  In any case, do not just leave them in 

the foil outside in the sun/heat.  Once the mums have been placed in the pots, you can use a 

weak solution of starter fertilizer. 
 

 

    

Editor’s Musings 

 

I am very excited about the upcoming spring planting and growing season.   I continue to check 

last year pots and planting areas for signs of return of last year’s mum crop.  To ready my raised 

bed I am adding manure to the existing ProMix soil from last year.  My plan is to wait a week 

and add the other items separately hopefully allowing each to get establish in the bed.  This will 

be the first trial to grow Chrysanthemums in a raised bed. I will include a few of the Bells of 

Ireland plants that continue to thrive in the germination chamber.  Very fearful (not sure when to 

move the seedlings to pots) and exciting times. 


